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dur Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come ; thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven.” 





N°. VII. 
Mission to the East Indiés. 
Continued. 


- ty April, 1817, the Board receiv- 


éd applications from two young 
brethren, the Rev. Epwanp W. 
WueEeEtock, a beneficiary of the 
Boston Baptist Foreign Mission- 
ary Society, and the Rev. James 
Cotman, under the patronage of 
the Baptist Massachusetts Educa- 
tion Society, who were earnest in 
their solicitations to be employed 
aS missionarie> in the Burman 
empire. The exercises they had 
experienced in relation to the hea- 
then, and the respectable testimo- 
nials of character and qualifica- 
Vor, I.—New Series. 








tions which they offered, were 
highly satisfactory. It was re- 
solved, therefore, that they should 
be taken under the immediate pa- 
tronage of the Board, and that their 
outfit should be. provided with- 
out delay. The Rev. Dr. Baldwin 
and the Rev. Mr. Sharp of Boston, 
with the Rey. Mr: Bolles of Salem, 
were appointed to procure a pas- 
sage for the missionary family, 
and to make the necessary prepa- 
rations for their comfort on board 
the vessel. In October they were 
solemnly set apart to the office 
of missionaries of the Cross of 
Christ, in the meeting-house of 
the second Baptist Church in Bos- 
°F 
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ton, and were commended to t 
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. of attending to the 
gracious keeping of that Redeem-"eternal interests of their souls. 


er whose cause they were anxious 
to promote, and on whose blessed 
promises they wished faithfully to 
depend. 

Arrangements were now made 
for the accommodation of the 
brethren and their wives on board 
the ship Independence, captain 
Bangs, bound to Calcutta. Pub- 
lic prayer meetings were held in 
Boston, New York, and Philadel- 
phia, on the Sabbath before the 
vessel sailed; and another meet- 
ing was soon after held in Boston. 
On this occasion the officiating 
brethren enjoyed great enlarge- 
ment in addressing the throne of 
grace, and the congregation, al- 
though the services were protract- 
ed until 10 o’clock im the night, 
were unwilling to separate. 

On the morning of the 16th of 
November, 1817, before the an- 
chor was weighed, about two hun- 
dred brethren and sisters assem- 
bled at the ship; and after singing 
some appropriate lines, the Rev. 
Dr. Baldwin offered up a prayer 
for the safety and usefulness of the 
missionaries, in which every heart 
united. The parting was very ten- 
der. All appeared to be agitated, 
and in tears, excepting the mis- 
sionaries, who seemed to have for- 
gotten every idea but those connect- 
ed with the prospect of a speedy 
entrance upon the work which had 
for a long time filled their minds 
with pleasing anticipations. — 

On the passage to India, the 
missionaries lost no opportunity 


of addressing the seamen on the 








pated home. 














Their habits had been so contrary 
to the precepts of the gaspel, and 
had become established by so long 
a course of iniquity, that they 
seemed absolutely incorrigible. 
But the grace of God, which soft- 
ens the hardest heart, and changes 
the vilest propensities of our na- 
ture, accompanied the labours of 
the brethren, and obliged a num- 
ber of these hitherto neglected 
seamen to cry, with tears of con- 
trition, “ What must we do to be 
saved ?” So great was the change 
effected in them, that, according 
to the concurrent testimony of the 
officers and missionaries, “instead 
of the ship being a floating prison, 
it was a floating heaven.” Several 
of the converted seamen, on their 
return to this country, contributed 
three dollars each to aid the funds 
of the Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society. 

The Independence arrived at 
Calcutta in May, 1818, and the 
missionaries endeavoured to pro- 
cure a passage to Rangoon with- 
out delay, but were unable to find 
a vessel in less than four months. 


| Their voyage toRangoon was short 


and pleasant. On the 19th of Sep- 
tember they had a joyful meeting 
with the brethren at the landing 
place; and, after undergoing a 
close search by the custom-house 
officers, they proceeded to the 
mission-house, their long antici- 
In a few days after 
their arrival, Mr. Judson intro- 
duced the brethren to the viceroy. 
When they called for the purpose, 
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they found him in his garden- 
house, surrounded with his offi- 
cers. They were received very 
graciously. He had been inform- 
ed that among the effects brought 
to Rangoon by brethren Colman 
and Wheelock, was a small chest 
of carpenter’s tools. These they 
had procured for the use of the 
mission. On his expressing a de- 
sire to see it, they brought it to 
him, and tendered it as a present, 
knowing that, on account of its 
being a great curiosity, he must 
have it. When placed before him, 
he arose and opened it; a thing 
very uncommon on such occasions. 
He appeared much gratified with 
it, and called one of his artificers 
to examine it also.. He then in- 
quired if they had brought their 
women, and intended to remain in 
Rangoon. On being answered by 
Mr. Judson that they had, and 


wished to stay, he said, Stay! | 


stay! and desired that Mrs. Jud- 
son might introduce the females. 
The brethren now departed, re- 
joicing in the favour they had 
received, and trusting that the 
Lord would overrule all things to 
the honour of His own name. 
The extreme sea-sickness which 
Mr. Wheelock had suffered, tend- 
ed to reduce his general health, 
and the excessive heat of Bengal, 
combined with his exertions in 
private and public, enervated his 
System very sensibly. So anxious 
was he, notwithstanding, to be 
about his Master’s work, that he 
forgot his weakness, and exerted 
himself in attending to the mis- 
sion affairs, more than his enfee- 








bled constitution was able to sus- 
tain. In consequence of which, on 
the Saturday evening after their 
arrival, he was attacked with a 
slight return of raising blood; an 
occurrence as alarming as it was 
unexpected at first. In a short 
time he so far recovered his health 
as te commeice his studies. On 
the 5th of October he employed a 
Burman teacher, but was soon 
obliged to discharge him, on ac- 
count of a return of alarming 
symptoms. 

Mr. W.’s sickness was of long 
continuance, and his sufferings, 
although every attention that the 
nature of his disease required, 
was promptly and tenderly af- 
forded, were many and severe. 
He had just arrived at the goal to 
which for a considerable time he 
had been pressing forward; he 
could now discover more distinct- 
ly the mental gloom in which the 
poor Burmans were involved; and 
panted for an opportunity to direct 
them to the Sun of Righteousness, 
as the source of light and joy ;— 
but it was not the pleasure of the 
Lord to grant this desire of his 
heart. He was not allowed the 
privilege of conversing with them 
in their own language, about the 
exceeding precious promises of 
the Redeemer—but he was per- 
mitted, after many internal con- 
flicts, to rest all his own hopes 
upon them; and under his priva- 
tions and sufferings he was enabled 
to say, “ Bless the Lord, O my 
soul, and all that is within me, 
bless his hoiy name.” 

The painful circumstances of 
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his death, while they add to the 
number of mysterious providences 


vessel was proceeding with such 
velocity as to preclude the possi- 


which display the sovereignty of || bility of saving him from a watery 


God, admit of many consolations. 
He was so anxious to engage in 
the delightful work of preaching 
Christ to the heathen, that he felt 
it his duty to use every means to 
regain his health. Good medical 
advice could not be obtained in 
Rangoon. He hoped that taking 
a voyage to sea, and the opportu- 
nity he should have of consulting 
skilful physicians in Bengal, would 
more than compensate for the un- 
pleasant absence from the scene 
of his labours, which the declin- 
ing state of his health rendered 
every day more imperious; and 
he thought that, unless he made 
this attempt, he should never after 
enjoy any peace of mind. Under 
these impressions he embarked at 
Rangoon on the 8th of August, 


1819. He was then extremely low | 


and emaciated; and it was the 
opinion of his friends that if the 
voyage did not prove very benefi- 
cial, he could not survive it. He 
began to amend the first day he 
embarked, and continued to grow 
better until the eighth day, when 
his spirits became greatly de- 
pressed. An increase of fever fol- 
jowed, which raged principally in 
his head, and soon, together with 
the depression of spirits, deprived 
him of his senses. He now at- 
tempted to destroy himself. In 
his two first attempts Mrs. Whee 
lock was enabled to prevent him 
In:the third he succeeded. In the 
delirium of a moment he plunge. 
himself into the sea, while the 








grave. So sudden was his dis- 
appearance, that Mrs. Wheelock 
scarcely missed him from her side 
before the dreadful deed was ac- 
complished. 

Mr. W. was only 28 years of age. 
At the age of 15 he became affect- 
ed with his sinful and lost condi- 
tion. On obtaining peace in be- 
lieving, he became.a member of 
the second Baptist church in Bos- 
ton, his native town; and from 
that time felt deeply concerned for 
the destitute heathen. He was 
possessed of an amiable disposi- 
tion—and was exemplary in all 
his religious deportment. Myste- 
rious indeed has been his removal. 
“ God’s ways are not as our ways; 
neither are his thoughts as our 
thoughts |” 

As soon as the melancholy ti- 
dings of Mr. W.’s death reached 
this country, the Board intimated 
to Mrs. Wheelock their willing- 
ness to meet the expense of her 
return to America, provided no 
sphere of usefulness shoud pre- 
sent itself in Bengal. Mrs. W. 
thought it her duty to remain in 
India. She has since been married 
to Mr. Jones of Calcutta. “To be 
enabled to prosecute the object for 
which I came to this country,” she 
says in one of her ketters, “ is one 
of the most earnest desires of my 
xeart; and I have reason to rejoice 
that God has placed me in a situ- 
.tion, where my means of doing 
sood to my fellow creatures are 
greater than they have ever before 
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been; and that I am blessed with 
a partner in life, who not only 
feels it his duty, but esteems it 
his privilege, to do what is in his 
power to assist in building up the 
cause and interest of the Redeem- 
er in the world.” 


—_—— 


GOD INCOMPREHENSIBLF. 

NotwiTsstanpinc the displays 
of his character which the Divine 
Majesty has afforded in the system 
of creation, and in the inspired 
volume, Heis, nevertheless, a God 
whom none by searching can find 
out to perfection. Attributes in 
his infinite nature may possibly 
exist, with which we are no more 
acquainted, than is an irrational 
animal with the intellectual pow- 
ers of man. The perfections of 
Jehovah are necessarily known to 
himself; but what adequate idea 
can a mortal, or even a seraph, 
form of a being whose existence 
is from himself alone, whose pre- 
sence fills the universe, whose will 
is omnipotent, and who is God 
from everlasting to everlasting? 
The prophet David might well 
declare, “ His greatness is un- 
searchable.” The moral attributes 
of God are not less incomprehen- 
sible than the natural. How cor- 
rect soever the ideas of man may 
be found, relative to such qualities 
as justice, holiness, goodness, and 
the like; add to them the idea of 
infinity, and they instantly trans- 
cend his brightest conceptions. 


The operations of His hand are: 





very partially known. With the 





bowels of the earth, and with the 

orbs of heaven, man has scarcely 

any acquaintance. The Lord hath 

done “ great things, past findings 
out; yea, and wonderful things 

without number.” Contemplating 
the providence of God, man has to 

exclaim, “ Thy way is in the sea, 
and thy path in the deep waters; 

and thy footsteps are not known :” 

or, meditating on the obscurity of 
the counsels, and the sovereignty 
of the decisions of the Eternal 
Throne, he finds himself encircled 
with unfathomable ocean : “ O the 
depth of the riches, both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! 
how unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways past finding 
out; for who hath known the mind 

of the Lord, or who hath been his 
counsellor ?” 

Ten thousand objects, on every 
side, offer themselves for investi- 
gation; but there is not one, con- 
cerning which a multitude of in- 
quiries may not be proposed, that 


-must embarrass and confound the 


keenest philosopher. What is 
life? What is electricity? What 
is magnetism? What is that pow- 
erful and universally extended 
principle which spreads itself 
through the creation, and which 
is called attraction? The appro- 
priate functions of many of the 
organs of the body, have as yet 
eluded the researches of the most 
enlightened and assiduous physio- 
logist ; and although volumes have 
been ably written on the nature 
and powers of the human mind, 
man remains, to a considerzhle 
degree, a stranger to himself. But 
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if he cannot conceive, with clear- 
ness, plainer things, how shall he 
comprehend the Almighty ? 

It is admitted, that the revela- 
tion God made of himself to the 
nations of our earth was gradual. 
Man, as he rises into life, increases 
in information, and the Christian 
grows in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of his Saviour ; but no ma- 
nifestations of the Divine charac- 
ter, no accessions of wisdom, whe- 
ther natural or spiritual, can qua- 
lify man for receiving a full idea 
of his Creator. A creature must 
remain for ever finite; but God is 
fur ever infinite. This sentiment 
is often traceable in the works of 
the wiser heathen. In the sacred 
writings it abounds. 

In the presence of an incompre- 
hensible God, let man lie Jow in 
dust and ashes. The patriarch 
Job having said, “ touching the 
Almighty, we cannot find him 
out,” adds, “ men do therefore 
fear Him.” What more reasonable 
than that, in the presence of such 
a Being, we bow in solemn adora- 
tion, ever disposed to meditate 
with reverence on the perfections 
of his nature, and the dispensa- 
tions of his grace and providence. 
If mystery be associated with any 
of the doctrines the scriptures 
contain, no surprise shoyld be 
excited. On the contrary, Divine 
revelation would want the stamp 
of Divinity impressed on all the 
works of God, did it exhibit no 
traces of sublime and awful obscu- 
rity. Possessing the most ample 
evidence that the Bible contains a 
system of pure and sacred truth, 








| 








the province of human reason is 
to listen to the voice of the Spirit 
of God, to acknowledge its own 
defectiveness, and to veil its face 
before a resplendence too intense 
for its infantile powers. 

Happy for man, the condescen- 
sions of Jehovah have disclosed 
every subject essential to his im- 
mortal interests. It may be ne- 
cessary a doctrine or a truth be 
known in part, when it is not 
requisite, or perhaps possible, it 
should be knowncomprehensively. 
To believe what God has reveal- 
ed; to accomplish what he has 
commanded ; and, under a solemn 
conviction of our unworthiness, to 
rely for eternal salvation on the 
mediation of Christ Jesus, is to 
preserve a course sanctioned by 
the example of holy prophets, 
apostles and martyrs, and which 
the incomprehensible Jehovah will 
approve and bless. 

The dispensations of God to- 
wards his people are sometimes, 
like himself, obscure. In every 
case, it is their duty to trust in 
God, who can convert their obscu- 
rity into noon day. Against the 
church the powers of darkness 
may be permitted to rage; her 
enemies may prosper exceeding- 
ly, and her friends be clothed in 
sackcloth; generous projects for 
the advancement of the kingdom 
of Christ may be frustrated, and 
talents of the highest grade in 


ministerial or missionary circles, 


as a garment, be folded up and 


laid aside; the winds and waves 
may be permitted to ingulph the 
vessel, that is 
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Charg'd with a freight, execeding in its worth 
The gems of India, Nature’s richest birth ; 

the princes and priests of the na- 
tions may gather themselves to- 
gether to obstruct the progress of 
ihe gospel, and the laugh of infi- 
delity be excited at the tears of 
Zion ; but—as certainly as God is 
incomprehensible, He is gracious 
and merciful—faithful and un- 
changing. His purposes, like the 
sun in the heavens, are passing 
to their perfect accomplishment, 
though his providences, like thick 
intervening clouds, may obstruct 
observation: “ Light is sown for 
the righteous, and gladness for the 
upright in heart.” 


——e 


To the Editors of the Luminary. 
GENTLEMEN : 

The following passages in Gisborne’s 
Natural Theology afforded me pleasure 
when reading that work. I have selected 
them for publication; and shall be gra- 
tified if you give them a place in your 
useful Magazine. B. 


—— 


€ONDITION OF MAN. 

In the situation of man upon 
earth there is a feature, which not 
only is intimately and at every 
moment connected with moral 
discipline, but is in itself so re- 
markable, and in its implications 
so pointed, that it must not be 
left without distinct observation. 
Man, stationed as it were in the 
centre of the visible works of God, 
is endowed with faculties render- 
ing him capable of discovering, by 
means of those works, the exist- 
ence and many glorious perfec- 
tions of his Creator. He has in- 





tellectual powers qualifying him 
to glorify that Creator, to adore 
Him, to praise Him, to feel His 
excellencies, to comprehend His 
will. For these very purposes man 
appears to have been formed. Yet 
from immediate and open inter- 
course with his Maker he stands 
debarred and cut off. He addresses 
the Divinity by prayer, as by a 
messenger conveying to another 
world the sorrows and petitions of 
the supplicator. He knows his 
God, as he knows the wind, by its 
effects. But his God meets not 
his eyes; utters not an audible 
voice; discloses not Himself to 
the organs of mortal sense ; grants 
not to the human race the degree 
nor the kind of intercourse for 
which, by faculties bestowed, He 
has graciously vouchsafed tomake 
them competent. I speak of the 
human race collectively, and of 
the state of facts as it manifests 
itself to Natural Theology; not of 
those few individuals, prophets, 
apostles, and other holy men of 
old, excepted from the general 
law ordained for the countless 
myriads of mankind, and admit- 
ted, for the furtherance of the Di- 
vine plans of mercy, to special and 


| miraculous communications with 


their God. Is not then the condi- 
tion of man, in the particulars un- 
der contemplation, marked by a 
close analogy to that of sons dis- 
missed, in consequence of flagrant- 
ly evil conduct, from the presence 
of their parent, yet not cast off 
from his affectionate solicitude ; 
furnished by him with means of 








| subsistence and various comforts ; 
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permitted to communicate to him, 
by letters and messengers, their 
wants and their wishes; but pro- 
hibited from personal access to 
him, and from personal intercourse 
with him, although allowed to 
hope that, if ever a radical change 
of character shall have been effec- 
tually wrought and manifested, 
the period of penal exile will be 
terminated? Is it conceivable, 
that man, spontaneously and be- 
nignantly fitted in his faculties for 
a measure of immediate inter- 
course with his Heavenly Father, 
would be debarred from it, if he 
had not forfeited the privilege by 
disobedience? Observe the ac- 
cordance between these views, 
suggested by natural theology and 
the scriptures: Man, in Paradise, 
had direct communication with 
his God. Man, renovated through 
his Redeemer, shall enjoy it again; 
and for ever. 


ON FAITH. 


Tuat the faith which is accept- 
able before God must be a faith 
producing consistent holiness in 
the heart and in the life, is a truth 
proclaimed, not only in the pages 
of Revelation, but by the voice of 
Natural Theology. God, with re- 
verence we make the statement, 
proves His holiness by his works ; 
sends us to his works, no less than 
to his word, that his holiness may 
be rendered manifest to our con- 
viction; on the authority of his 
works demands credit to his 
word. Shall man then daré to 
speak of a faith to be trusted 


without the evidence, the indubi- ! 








table and the constant evidence 
of works? If any man supposes 
that the very best of his works, « 
work, if assumed to be perfect, no 
more than his bounden duty at the 
time, could do more than justify 
itself befote God; in other words; 
that it could contribute some par- 
ticle of atonement towards the 
expiation of an antecedent trans- 
gression; he contradicts the fun- 
damental principle of the gospel, 
that atonement is made exclusive- 
ly by the blood of Christ. If any 
man supposes that the very best 
of his works, a work in reality 
stained with an admixture of sin- 
fulness in the motive, or in the 
execution,.or in both points; a 
work performed neither with the 
entire alacrity of heart, and the 
fervency of grateful love, due to 
God, nor in a manner correspond- 
ing with a completely faithful use 
of grace, and instruction, and op- 
portunities previously vouchsafed, 
can justify itself before its Judge; 
he contradicts the gospel, and out- 
rages natural reason, by claiming 
for that which is imperfect, the 
acceptance which could be a debt 
only to perfection: If any man, 
therefore, speaks of inherent’me- 
rit before God, as to be found in 
any human work, ceremonial or 
moral; as contributing to purchase 
pardon and salvation: if, in short, 
he looks, in any degree, to any 
quarter, for justification, otherwise 
than to faith in the atoning blood 
of Christ, he contradicts the gos- 
pel. This is the scriptural doc- 
trine of justification by faith alone; 
a doctrine justly characterized by 
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Luther, as the ¢rticulus stantis vel 
radentis ecclesie; the critical test 
discriminating a standing from a 
falling church. But is it a doc- 
trine which affirms, or implies, or 
endures the position, that good 
works are unnecessary ; that with- 
out being zealous of good works, 
without striving to abound in 
every good work, without consist- 
ent and active and persevering 
holiness in the heart and in the 
life, we shall be saved? No posi- 
tion could be more unscriptural ; 
no position more irrational; no 
position more detestable. Works 
are the evidences of faith; the 
fruits which demonstrate the ex- 








istence of the principle: A bar 
ren faith is not faith. Justifying 
faith is the faith which worketh by 
love; the faith which, animating 
the heart with love to Christ in 
return for his unmerited and inex- 
pressible love to man, proves its 
own reality from day to day, by 
universal earnestness in good 
works, according to his com- 
mandments. The man who af- 
firms that he may be justified by 
any other faith, departs as grossly, 
as widely, and as radically from 
the gospel, as the worshipper of 
Jupiter, of Thor, or of Brahma, 
departs from the living and true 
God, the sole object of adoration. 
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MISSION TO BURMAH. 


Extract of a letter from Mrs. Judson to 

her sister in Bradford, Mass. dated 

Caleutta, Dec. 31, 1921. 

“ } nave received eight letters from 
Mr. Judson since I left Rangoon; he is 
well, and daily expecting the arrival of 
Dr. and Mrs. Price. Mr. and Mrs. Hough, 
ith their two children; sailed for Ran- 
goon yesterday, so that my anxieties on 
his account are considerably abated, as 
he will not now be alone as FI feared. 
Thirteen Burmans have been baptized ; 
but the present prospects ate rather 
gloomy, on account of the persecuting 
spirit manifested by the government. 
The Lord reigns! this is all our hope. 
He can remove obstacles apparently in- 
surmountable. 
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SERAMPORE. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev: Dr. 
William Ward, to a gentleman in Phi- 


ladelphia, dated 
Serampore, Dec. 5, 1821. 


Tue buildings of the College form a 
noble pile. Strangers come almost daily 
to see it, though in an unfinished state, 
One of the Sariscrit students is a member 
with us, a young man of promising parts, 
and I hope really pious. He has written a 
letter to one of the Hartford Asylum boys. 
Another student in Sanscrit, a fine youth, 
has offered himself for church member- 
ship. We have no regular candidates for 
the ministry attached to the College yet; 
but as soon as Mr. Mack is able to un- 
derstand and speak Bengalee; I hope 
we shall have a number. 

I found the number of native converts 
had mcreased yery considerably during 
my absence, and when I had them al, 
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men and women, one by one, to talk to, 


and to talk to them about the state of 


their souls, I was surprised to observe 
the increase. A few had died; and 
there was hope in their death, at least 
in the death of most. Since my return 
we have had two baptisms, and have 
now near ten candidates, almost a}l na- 


‘tives. One is, however, my dear daugh- 


ter Hannah, on whose account I hope I 
feel really thankful. She appears truly 
gracious, and is very amiable. My son- 
in-law, and my other daughter, are not, 
I fear, in a converted state ; and yet they 
give us comfort as dutiful children. My 
son-in-law is 21; Amelia is 14. John 
superintends native schools, and trans- 
lates into the Bengalee for the Bengalee 
newspaper, and English works for the 
College. The New Testament in the 
Telinga, the Kunkun, the Kunoje, the 
Harutee, the Nepal, the Marwar, the 
Bhugulkund and the Bikanar languages, 
have recently.issued from the press ; and 
there are now in the press the Mugud, 
the Oojein, the Kurnata, the Khasu, the 
Jumboo, the Munipore, the Kytie, the 
Shree Nagur, the Bhutnere, the Kuma- 
oo, and the Palpa New Testaments. 
The Old Testament in Assum, Kashmere, 
Pushtoo or Affghan, and the SInkh, are 
also in the press. ‘The Old Testament in 
Bengalee, Sungscrit, and Orissa, are also 
in the press to be reprinted. 

The schools are not so extended as 
they were, for want of funds; but I hope 
they are really elevating the minds of 
the rising generation, as far as they ex- 
tend. In some, the scriptures are read 
‘without hesitation ; and difficulties in this 
department are melting down rapidly. 

My brethren Carey and Marshman, and 
John Marshman are in excellent health. 
Mr. John Marshman is about to visit 
England, &c.; and I hope his journey 
will really contribute to the good of tlre 
cause here, as well as to his own ad- 
vancement in the knowledge of bre- 
thren at home, and of true experimental 
taigion in his own soul. 








India may yield her increase.—Le!. Rem. 





Besides Serampore and Calcutta, we 
have eight missionary stations, supported 
by our private finds, that is by the pro- 
ceeds of our own labours, viz. one at 
Delhi, and others at Futtyghur, Benares, 
Allahabad, Dhacca, Chittagong, Jessore, 
Midnapore, Dinagepore, &c. The last 


y place is not supported by us, except as 


far as books, &c. are eoncerned; and 
another station of the same kind exists 
at Parbutteepore, where, however, a 
native preacher is to be supported by 
us. Brother Fernandez at Dinagepore, 
and brother Hampton at Parbutteepore 
support themselves, and the general ex- 
penses of the station likewise. At all} 
these stations there are small or larger 
churches of native Christians ; seyeral of 
these churches are large. In mafntain- 
ing discipline, and in keeping the con- 
verts up to a holy self-denying life, much 
pains are required. They are to be con- 
sidered as just emerging out of an inces- 
sant range of brutal gratification and un- 
restrained indulgence of ungodly tem- 
pers; and, like a tree taken out of the 
forest, want much pruning. 

In the country around us, we are cheer 
ed by a spirit of inquiry, a disposition te 
read, to think, to doubt; and this has 


taken place among the higher orders, 


in many cases. I do not mean to say that 
this is a spiritual concern about the soul ; 
but an inquiry into-the absurdities of 
heathenism. Conversions are not rare; 
but this general inquiry into the claims 
of the heathen deities, &c. is more exten- 
sive. Female education is commencing 
here and there on a small scale. Go- 
vernment continues favourable. The 
Holy Scriptures, and evangelical books 
and tracts are extensively circulated ; 
missionaries are multiplying; in many 
of the languages of India our Lord Jesus 
Christ is proclaimed, and the Holy Spi- 
rit is‘ speaking to the heathen. We 
want the days of Brainerd, the revivals 
of America. Oh! pray for us. Forget 
us not. Wrestle earnestly for us, that 
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BOMBAY. 


From the Christian Herald. 

Tur last joint létter received by the 
American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions, from the Rev. Messrs. 
Hall, Nichols and Graves, is dated Ist 
July last, and contains a view of their 
proceedings, &c. during the preceding 
six months. Mr. Garret, who went cut 
to the Ceylon mission as a printer, has 
removed to Bombay, where he arrived 
on the 9th of May, 1821, and took charge 
of the printing establishment. 

The sickness and departure of Mr. 
Bardwell, who has arrived in this country, 
is mentioned in the letter as a source of 
deep affliction: 

“ But, O dear sir, what shall we now 
say? Qur dear brother Newell is no 
more! On the 30th of May, at 1 o’clock, 
A. M. he breathed out his soul, we trust, 
in the arms of his Saviour. His disease 
was the epidemic spasmodic cholera, 
which has raged awfully in this region 
for some time past. This dreadful dis- 
ease has, within four years, swept over 
India, Burmah, and the Asiatic islands, 
and hurried millions to the tomb. On 
Monday evening Mr. Newell was some- 
what indisposed, and his rest was dis- 
turbed that night. He was worse on 
Tuesday morning; but it was not till 
9 or 10 o’clock, that there was any ap- 
prehension that it was the cholera. Dr. 
Taylor and other friends were called in. 
At that time the disease had made so 
much progress, that no medical treat- 
ment could avail. The victory of the dis- 
ease was so rapid and so complete, that 
his last hours were quict, and he sunk 
into the arms of death without a strug- 
gle or a groan. The Rev. Messrs. Hall 
and Kenney, (Church missionaries, ) Hor- 
ner and Fletcher, (Wesleyan missiona- 
ries,) Mr. Garrett and Dr. Taylor, were 
with him in all the closing scene. We 
feel it to be our duty to mention this 
instance of faithful attention on the part 
of Dr. Taylor. With the utmost prompt- 








ness and assiduity, he has given his at- }| pared, and will be printed in order. The 


tention, on all occasions, to us in sick- 
ness. Brother Newell’s remains were 
deposited in the English burying ground 
on the afternoon of Wednesday. In his 
last sickness, his head was early affected. 
He made but a single remark, by which 
it appears that hc knew what his disease 
was. A stupor had so seized him, that 
it was with difficulty he was persuaded 
to take the prescribed remedy. When 
asked by his agonized wife, if he could 
not bid her farewell, he answered by 
shaking his head, and affectionately 
pressing her hand. Mr. Newell gene- 
rally enjoyed good health. He was, 
perhaps, as little affected by the cli- 
mate as any of our number. Just a week 
before his death, he visited Mr. and Mrs. 
Nichols at Tannah, spent five days with 
them, and seemed unusually cheerful. 
While at Tannah, he visited, with Mr. 
Nichols, a great number of the sick and 
dying. It is possible that he took the 
infection there. 

“ A meeting was held at the house of 
our late brother on the 3d of June, an- 
ticipating the usual time of our quarter- 
ly meeting. Never can we forget the 
solemnities of that occasion. The scythe 
of death was sweeping all around us. 
From 60 to 100 were then dying daily in 
Bombay. Our brother had just gone, 
and there was reason to think the disease 
somewhat contagious. All this brought 
eternity very near to our view. Reli- 
gious exercises were attended on the 
Sabbath, and the sacrament of the Lord’s 
supper was administered to all the mis- 
sionary circle, by the Rev. Mr. Fletcher.” 

The letter preceeds to give an account 
of the translations, which go on very well. 
The whole of the New Testament is in 2 
state of forwardness, and will be ready 
for the press by the time means are fur- 
nished. The missionaries are employed 
also in translating tracts, and preparing 
other things for the schools. 

“ A tract, containing a concise history 
of the Bible ; a short doctrinal catechism ; 
and a tract for the Jews, have been pre- 
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next portion of the scriptures which we 
shall print, is the Gospel of Luke. This 
will be done with a view to make it a 
part of the proposed edition of the New 
Testament.” 

The Christian Knowledge Society has 
given employment to the press in print- 
ing tracts, for several months, with some 
benefit to the mission. The Schoo] Book 
Society at Bombay is also expected to 
emiploy the press. The last they printed 
for themselves was an edition of the ten 
commandments in Latin, Portuguese, 
English, and Mahratta, designed prin- 
cipally for the native Catholics. 

Amidst great indifference to plans of 
improvement, and a jealousy of innova- 
tions, they have made some advances in 
improving the schooling system; and 
notwithstanding the irregularity and un- 
skilfulness of the teachers, the progress 
of some of the boys has been highly en- 
couraging. We “are well persuaded,” 
say the missionaries, “ that if our patrons | 
at home could see these boys, and hear 
their recitations, they would feel them- 
selves paid for their charities.” And yet, 
with all these encouragements to pro- 
mote and increase the number of schools, 
the want of funds has obliged them to 
dissolve ten schoois, and thus send away 
about 500 boys from the only means they 
have of receiving light and knowledge. 
The Jewish superintendent of schools 
has been dismissed for the same reasons, 
and the mission has been obliged to lop 
off every possible expense until they re- 
ceive new supplies and encouragement 
from home. 

With respect to preaching the gospel 
publicly, the letter informs us that— 

* For several months past, Mr. Hall 
has made appointments, and held meet- 
ings in different parts of the town of 
Bombay. Some of these have been ex- 
ceedingly well attended. The number 
hag varied from 20 to 200. Besides the 
occasional meetings, he holds stated 
ones on the Sabbath ;—one in English 


49 his own family, and some others, in | 








the forenoon; and in the afternoon, an- 
other in Mahratta, in the school-room 
adjoining his house. Nothing can be 
more irregular, or uncertain, than a hea. 
then audience. Sometimes a proposed 
meeting is frustrated by an insidious 
Brahman; sometimes a hopeful assem- 
bly of hearers is broken up, and the 
opportunity lost, by some angry mocker, 
or some obscene buffoon. §o0 light @ 
matter to most heathen are those truths 
which concern the very life of their 
souls! Mr. Hall most seriously feels the 
need of a chapel, and a fellow-labourer. 
Ever since the departure of brother 
Bardwell, he has supported these meet- 
ings without any assistance. 


“For the greater part of two years 
past, a company of blind beggars came 
regularly to Mr. Newell’s every Sabbath, 
and received from him Christian instruc- 
tion. Their number was from 20 to 40. 
They were always still and attentive; 
and after religious exercises were over, 
Mr. Newell gave each of them a pice, 
(one cent,) with which they went away 
satisied. Thus have these wretched, 
blind people, received much light into 
their understandings. May the divine 
Spirit apply it to their hearts! — 

“Mr. Graves has recently succeeded 
in getting a considerable number of 
people together, at sundry times, to 
hear the Gospel. In this, however, he 
has experienced many painful disap- 
pointments. Notwithstanding this, he 
has constantly preached Christ to the 
people of Mahim, and the villages round 
about, to many or to few, wherever he 
found them disposed to hear. 

“Mr. Nichols, for months past, has di- 
rected his attention principally to the 
Lapsed Catholics in Chandree, a large 
village of seafaring people, about one 
mile from Tannah.” 

In our last volume we gave some ac- 
count of the Lapsed Catholics, more 
than 4000 of whom, about four years 
ago, set up the worship of devils, in or- 


| der to avert the cholera morbus, and 
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‘hrough the influence of artful men, 
went off from the Catholic communion. 
Several other villages on Salsette and 
near Basseen, and at Bombay, have fol- 
iowed their example. Their dreadful 
sufferings from this disease, are thus de- 
scribed: 

“ When the cholera made its appear- 
ance in this region, about four months 
ago, it first lighted on that people. In 
a2 few days, one hundred and twenty 
persons died. The heart-sickening 
scenes which were exhibited during that 
season, were unparalleled. The sick and 
the dying were brought into the presence 
of the village god, and there dreadfully 
beaten with rods, under the impression 
that the demon, that is, the disease, 
would be driven from them: while men 
and women, in the midst of a great as- 
sembly, were seen dancing in the most 
wild and furious manner, shaking and 





falling into trances, pretending to re- 
ceive the god into themselves, and then | 
promising health and safety to all who | 
would implicitly trust them, and pay | 
well for the supposed benefit. It seem- | 
ed impossible to avoid the impression, | 
that they were given up to “believe a | 
lie, that they might be damned,” La- | 
mentation and wo have been in their 
dwellings, but they have not turned unto | 
the Lord. The disease is gone from 
them; but instead of thanksgiving to 
Jehovah, it is given to dumb idols.” 

There is, however, much encourage- 
ment to labour among them, and Mr. 
Nichols thinks if he had a chapel, a con- 
siderable number would attend to re- 
ceive Christian instruction. 


“ He has almost daily intercourse with 
the people of Chandree. They live 
compactly, are very accessible, and have 
sometimes collected in considerable 
numbers to hear divine truth. But 
these meetings have been incidental, 
and not by appointment. The school, 
which Mr. Nichols has established among 
them, succeeds very well. It has now] 





about 40 boys. When this school was 





| 





| expectations in regard to pecuniary 





commenced, there were scarcely three 
men in the village who could read. 

“Mr. Hall, in the March preceding, 
made a tour of seven days to Rawadun- 
da, Allebay, Nagotua, and Pane; distri- 
buted books, conversed freely with the 
people, and at the two last mentioned 
places, established schools, by the di- 
rection of the mission. In Mav, Mr. 
Graves, also, made an interesting tour of 
thirteen days, in the southern Koncan, 
where he was favoured with many op- 
portunities of declaring the Gospel to 
great numbers of people.” 

Mr. Hall has a boarding school of tea 
or twelve scholars, country born, whose 
parents or guardians support them.— 
These are instructed by Mrs. Hall in 
useful knowledge, and have great advan- 
tages of a religious education. Mr. and 
Mrs. Graves‘ have adopted two little 
girls, who are provided with nearly a 
support, and have taken two children of 
the native Catholics. Mr. and Mrs. Nich- 
ols have taken a little Mahratta girl, and 
three children of superannuated soldiers, 
the latter being placed under their en- 
tire control until they shall be 18 years 
of age. 

The letter concludes with a renewed 
appeal in behalf of a Native Mission 
College, but our limits wil! allow us no 
more than the following extract. 

“When we consider the great ex 
pense at which we have been educated 
and sent hither; the expense that is 
absolutely necessary to our support ; the 
difficulties of acquiring accurately a fo- 
reign pronunciation; the time that is 
spent in doing this; the peculiar uncer- 
tainty of our lives ;—all these, and many 
other considerations, lead us ardently to 
wish, that a provision might be made 
for the instruction of missionaries in this 
country. There are many boys, who 
might be obtained and educated. The 
language of the people is their language ; 
the country is their country. They are 
attached to no community ; have no high 
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emolument; and have no false systems 


of faith to shake off. They will not-be | 


regarded with that jealousy by govern- 
ment, with which foreigners are; nor 
will they be liable to be-sent away from 
she country. We do not mention this 
subject as a new one, cither to ourselves 


or our patrons; but we cannot forbear | 


repeating its importancé.—From what 


Christian country, or countries, we ask, | 
are missionaries to come, who will be | 
adequate to the wants of this people? | 
From what treasury are they to~be sup- | 


ported ? 


tion is, to put the heathen into a way of 
Raching themselves. 


—e——— 


THE SOCIETY ISLANDS. 


A tate number of the London Courier 


contains the following very intcresting | 
letter from a captain Samuel P. Henry, | 


master of the British brig Governor Mac- 


quarrie, which visited the Society Islands, | 


‘n the Pacific Ocean, in the year 1821, 


mentioning the recent extraordinary con- | 
version of the inhabitants of Raivavar, | 


one of those islands, to Christianity. 

it is nearly twenty years since the first 
attempt was made by a Society in Lon- 
don to introduce Christianity, by the aid 


af missionaries, into those islands.~ For | 


2 number of years, the labours of the 
aersons employed in this service were 
attended with no visible success; and, 
for a time, they were obliged, by the 
unsettled and hazardous state of things 
among the natives, to take refuge in 
New South Wales. After a while, how- 
ever, some of them returned, and renew- 
ed their pious labours; and the result 
has been, that after making gradual pro- 
gress in their exertions, within a few 
years past almost the whole body of the 
natives of several of the islands, in a 
manner the most extraordinary, destroy- 
ed their idols, renounced their pagan 
rites, superstitions and practices, and 
embraced the doctrines and set up the 


It must never be forgotten, | 
that a capital object of missionary exer- | 











worship of Christianity. Since that pe- 
riod, great advances in civilization have 
been made by the converts. The mis- 
sionaries have given them their native 
language in a written form, have taught 
them to read it, and are engaged in 
translating the scriptures into the Tahei- 
tean tongue, for the use of the islanders, 
In the present instance, an effect 
equally remarkable has been produced 
in the island visited by captain Henry, 
but through the medium, and by the use 
of a different agency. No foreign Chris- 
tian missionary had ever visited this 
island. King Pomarree, the princip:l 
sovereign of all the islands, and himself 
a baptized and zealous convert, made a 
visit to this island for the purpose of 
endeavouring to introduce the Christian 
religion which he had so recentiy adopt- 
ed, among the inhabitants, and left with 
them a native missionary ; by whose ex- 
ertions, and by whose instructions, nearly 
the whole body of the natives renounced 
paganism, destroyed their gods, and be- 
came zealous converts to Christianity. 


This account not only contains the 
strongest encouragement to missionary 
societies to persevere in their benevolent 
efforts for the propagation of the Chris- 
tian religion among the heathen, even 
under the most unpropitious appear- 
ances, and thé most gloomy prospects, 
but it furnishes them with a very impor- 
tant practical lesson in their exertions. 
It is the importance of training up and 
employing, as fast as the nature of things 
will admit, NATIVE TEACHERS, to assist 
them in the great work in which they 
are engaged. The native preacher will 
come to his countrymen divested of ma- 
ny disadvantages which must necessarily 
attend a foreigner. He will perfectiy 
understand the language, manners, habits 
and vices of his countrymen; and will, 
of course, be able to address them on 
every subject, with fewer difficulties and 
prejudices to encounter, and with a de- 
gree of freedom and judgment, which 
cannot be expected from a stranger. 
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We believe the case of this island, as 
described by captain Henry. in his very 
interesting letter, to be altogether un- 
precedented ; and we shall be much dis- 
appointed in our expectations if it is not 
read with much interest in our country. | 
—N. ¥. Daily Adv.. 

* Sidney Cove, May 31, 13821. 

“On my passage to Otaheite, I had 
occasion to call at High Islands, (or Rai- 
yavar,) to procure provisions. The cir- 
cumstances which there came under my 
knowledge and observation, are ofa na- 
ture truly gratifying. It was on a Sunday 
I made the island. I left the vessel ear- 
iy in the morning -for the shore, on ap- 
proaching which I saw a great many na- 
tives assembled, which rather awakened 
a fear, on my part, of landing. On seeing 
Para, (an Otaheitean,) I landed with bold- 
ness, and was received by the king of the 
island (Tahuhu) with kindness. They 
had assembled for Christian worship, and 
were about entering the church. How 
greatly affecting and delightful was the 
scene which presented itself! Each in- | 
dividual, on entering the church, kneeled | 
and uttered a prayer, when Para (the Ota- 
heitean whom king Pomarree left there 
for the purpose, if possible, of instruct- 
ing the natives) performed the service 
of the day. There were eighty-eight 
assembled -et the church for Christian 
worship to the universal God. The very 
quiet and orderly manner in which they 
conducted themselves, not only in church, 
but during’ the Sabbath, awakened my 
highest admiration. The whole of their 
gods are mutilated ; removed from their 
marees, or places of worship, and even 
converted into stools at the entrance in- 
to the church, which is very neatly built. 
The ground is covered with grass, and 
provided with a sufficient number of 
forms. Its length is one hundred and 
seventeen feet, and breadth twenty-se- 
ven. There are only twenty-five on the 
island who have not yet adopted the 
religion of the Saviour; but who have, 
nevertheless, renounced idolatry. They 
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— 
say, We have no books, or proper mis- 
sionary to mstruct us, and we will wait 
tll one comes, before we become Chris- 
tians. 

“ This island is situate in latitude 23° 
42S. and long. 148° 3’ W. and never 
was visited by any missionary, which 
makes the great change from idolatry to 
Christianity the more wonderful. This 
island was visited by king Pomarrece, 
in the Arab, an American ship, about 
eighteen months back. They were then 
in their idolatrous and rude state. King: 
Pomarree used all his power to persuade 
them to remove their idolatry. They 
promised, on his leaving the island, they 
would agree with his wishes; which in 
duced king Pomarree to leave Para, ore 
of his own chiefs, before mentioned, as 
a teacher. This surprising and happy 
change tovk place about four months 
after king Pomarree left them. It hap- 
pened upon a great feast day, when all! 
the natives and chiefs were assembled. 
To king Pomarree, therefore, under God, 
is to be attributed the conversion to 
Christianity of the natives of that isle. 
The king of the island, together with 
Para, most earnestly solicited that they 
might have a teacher sent to instruct 
them; or, to use their own phrase, ‘a 
light to guide them,’ &c. 

“ The island is about twenty-five miles 
in circumference, having a good harbour, 
and well provided with provisions; the 
produce is much the same as at Otaheite ; 
the inhabitants about 1600. 

“he religion at the Society Islands is 
now general. I know not one single soul 
among the Islanders, but what attends 
more or less to religious instruction; no 
manner of vice passes unnoticed; the 
laws are particularly strict. Industry 
is stirring much among them. King Po- 
marree has a great desire for trading. I 
have now on board a cargo of 75,tons of 
pork ; and 100 more ready on my return 
to the island of Otaheite alone. He has 
all the other islands at his command. I 
think be has, among all, about 12,000 
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hogs; and likewise about 150 tons of 


cocoa-nut oil, with a quantity of arrow- 
soot, &e. 
SAMUEL P. HENRY.” 


———————- 


MISSION TO THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

Tuis mission was fitted out in the Au- 
tumn of 1819, by the American Board 
of Commissioners fer Foreign Missions, 
It consisted of nineteen “Americans; se- 
ven gentlemen with their wives, and five 
children; and four natives of those isl- 
ands. Their names, places of residence 
and occupation; were as follows: Rev. 
Hiram Bingham, Ben. Vt. and Rev. Asa 
Thurston, Fitchburg, Mass. Missionaries ; 
Samuel Whitney, Blanford, Con. and 
Samuel Ruggles, Brookfield, Con. Teach- 
ers; Daniel Chamberlain, Brookfield, 
Mass. Farmer; Thomas Holman, Coop- 
erstown, New York, Physician; Elisha 
Loomis, Utica, New York, Printer; John 


_ Honoree, Thomas Hopoo, Owhyhee, and 


William Tennooe, Woahoo, Teachers; 
and Geo. Tamoree, son of Tamoree, king 
of Atooi and Onechow, two of the Sand- 
wich Islands. 

They embarked in October 1819, and 
arrived at the Sandwich Islands, and en- 
tered upon their arduous labours in 
April, 1820. 

These islands were discovered by cap- 
tain Cook, in 1788. They are 11 in num- 
ber, and all inhabited except two, con- 
taining by estimation 400,000 inhabi- 
tants. Among the largest or most im- 
portant ones are Owhyhee, where Capt. 
Cook was killed; Woahoo, the princi- 
pal seat of the mission, containing about 
20,000 souls, and Atooi. The climate of 
these Islands is more temperate than 
that of the West Indies, which lie in 
nearly the same latitude. The inhabi- 
tants are undoubtedly of the same race 
with those of New Zealand, the Society 
and Friendly Islands, Easter Islzend and 
Marquesas. They are represented as 
being mild and affectionate in their dis- 








position, and of good natural capacity ; |! idglatry, and ‘all its attendant rites.” 


— 


but given to theft and almost every spe 
cies of vice. Among their customs may 
be reckoned polygamy and the sacrifice 
of human victims. 

Whiie preparations were making to 
send missionaries to these Islands, king 
Tamahamaha, who had reduced most of 
them under his subjection, and possess- 
ed a navy of 60 decked vessels, died, 
and was succeeded by his son.. On the 
arrival of the mission, says the report of 
the Board, 

“ Tamahamaha liad been dead about 
eleven months. He was a man of ex 
traordinary vigour and sagacity, and rul- 
ed the people with great ability, though 
on the principles of absolute despotism. 
There were individuals, however, who 
had great influence with him, particu- 
larly Kaamanoo, the most respected of 
his wives, and Arimakoo, a native of su- 
perior intelligence, who had been called 
Billy Pitt by Englishmen and Americans 
for many years. To the counsel and di- 
rection of these individuals the young 


king, whose name is Reho-reho, was left | 


by his father. 

“Among the interesting particulars, 
which soon came to the knowledge of 
the missionaries, respecting the down- 
fal of idolatry in the islands, were the 
following: That, about six months after 
the death of Tamahamaha, the young 
king, consulted Havahava, the high 
priest as to the expediency of abandon- 
ing the whole religious system of their 
ancestors ; that the high priest recom- 
mended the measure, and set fire to the 
sacred places with his ewn hand; and 
that the king, and those around him, at 
once discarded the customs, which had 
prevailed from time immemorial. A part 
of the people of Owhyhee rose in re- 
bellion against this new order of things; 
but the chief who headed the rebellion 
was easily subdued, himself and forty or: 
fifty of his followers being slain in the 
conflict. Inthe other islands there does 
not appear to have been the slightest 
opposition to the entire overthrow of 
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Mr. Thurston and Dr. Holman, with 
their wives, and two native youths, T. 
Hoopoo and William Tennooe, took up 
their residence at Kirooah; while the 
remainder of the missionary family, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Bingham, Chamber- 
jain, Whitney, Ruggles, and Loomis, 
with their wives, and John Honooree, 
took up their residence at Woahoo. But 
as George Tamoree was about to pro- 
ceed to his native island, it was thought 
adviseable that Messrs. Whitney and 
Ruggles should accompany him thither, 
with a view to make known to the king 
and people of Atooi the designs of the 
missionaries, and to explore that field 
of labour. Accordingly, they went and 
spent eight weeks on that island, where 
they were treated with much kindness 
by king Tamoree. He invited them to 
remain,.and offered to support them at 
his own expense, as he was anxious to 
obtain missionaries, mechanics, and a 
furmer, to instruct his people, and set 
an example of useful labour. This offer 
was accepted, after it was submitted to 
the consideration of the brethren at Wo- 
ahoo. ‘Thus, in less than three months 
after they first beheld these islands, they 
had fixed on three stations designed to 
be permanent; and actually occupied 
them, with the warm approbation of the 
chiefs and people. Their next attempt 
was to collect a schoo] at each station, 
composed both of adults and children ; 
and in this they succeeded beyond their 
expectations. The kings, the chiefs, and 
the younger members of their families, 
were the first pupils. As a part of the 
general system, by which it is hoped 
Christianity and civilization may be com- 
municated to these destitute islanders, 
Sabbath schools have been commenced ; 
and, by the aid of John Honooree, an 
evening conference has been establish- 
ed. At these meetings, and on other 
occasions, the services of Hopoo and 
Honooree were yery useful. 


Having given this short historical 








to the month of November, 1820, we 
proceed to gratify our readers with ex- 
tracts from the Journals kept at Woa- 
hoo, and published in the Missionary 
Herald. 


Encotraging Prospects at Atoot. 


Nov. 28, 1820.—Today Mr. Chambér- 
lain returned from Atooi, having been 
absent 19 days. He left the brethren in 
prosperity, enjoying the favour of the 
king, and proceeding with the schools, 
the acquisition of the language, and 
other appropriate duties:—Thus far our 
expectations with respect to Atooi have 
been fully answered. Though Hoome- 
hoome (G. P. Tamoree) appears to be 
friendly to the mission, he has but little 
influence at present, and it is feared he 
will have still less, without a thorough 
reformation. Itis upon his father that 
the brethren rely for the most important 
patronage. The king was pleased with 
the visit of Mr. Chamberlain, and with 
the letters sent him. To Mr. Bingham 
he writes,— 

Pe Atooi, Nov. 17, 1820, 
DEAR SIR, 

I received your letter, and I am very 
glad you wrote to me. I should be very 
glad to see you. I like to see all your 
good people that come here. I take 
good care of them. I never see so good 
people stay here before. To conelude : 
aloha. Yours, &c. TaMoReEE; 


Letter from the Gevernor of Kamtschatka. 


Dec. 5.—To-day the brig Pedlar re- 
turned from the north, and our friend, 
captain Pigot, soon called upon us, hay- 
ing visited the Russian settlement at 
Kamtschatka and Norfolk Sound. He 
passed through Behring’s Straits on a 
fair day, and had a fine view of the two 
continents at once. He penetrated as 
far north, in the Frozen Ocean, as Kot- 
zebue’s Sound, which is properly a large 
bay, making into the American conti- 
nent, and was lately discovered by the 
navigator whose name it bears. There 


sketch of this interesting mission down }} the Pedlar fell in with twe Russian ships 
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of discovery, which may, perhaps, visit 
these islands.—But we are specially in- 
terested in a communication from the 
Russian governor of Kamtschatka, ad- 
dressed to Mr. Bingham, as a missionary 
to the Sandwich Islands, bearing marks 
of the spirit of the age, and of more than 


the ordinary interest of a respectable | 


stranger, in favour of our own euterprise. 
The letter is dated,— 
Kamtschatka, St. Peter and St. Pau), 


September 5, 1820. 
REV. SIR, 


With exalted sentiments of Christiani- 
ty, I had the happiness to peruse your 
evangelical epistle, which was handed 
me by Mr. Clarke. 

I cannot help observing, that its date, 
with the important contents, and the 
auspiciousevents of the Sandwich Islands, 
which prepared the way for your great 
work, appear to me to be stamped with 
something marvellous. The deep im- 
pression which this glorious event has 
made upon my mind, continues yet to 
occupy my imagination; and I firmly 
believe in the interposition of divine 
Providence in behalf of your great un- 
dertaking. 

I beg vou will accept my warmest 
thanks for the favour you have done me, 
in communicating news so gratifying to 
my feelings; and you shall have my fer- 
vent prayers unto our Lord for the pre- 
servation of your precious life, conse- 
crated for the happiness of the people, 
where you have devoted yourself to pass 
the remainder of your days, and where 
all your enjoyments and labours are 
closely connected with eternity. 

You wish to know, honoured sir, the 
moral condition of the people of Kamts- 
chatka. I have the satisfaction to in- 
form you, that, except a few wandering 
tribes, all the aborigines enjoy the sweet 
blessing of the gospel of our Lord; and 
even these wandering tribes are visited 
by our priests, to recommend to them 
the principles of Christianity. But since, 
through all the extensive empire of our 








much beloved sovereign, so justly styled 
by you the “ great patron of benevolent 
institutions,” the character of the pious 
and devoted missionary stands so high, 
that they need not doubt his protection, 
but rather command it, wherever the 
name of Alexander is pronounced; I 
should be very happy to see any mis- 
sionaries, who would choose to visit the 
peninsula of Kanitschatka, and offer 
them all the assistance in my power. 

I have the honour to inform you, that, 
as Tam now about to send our post away 
for St. Petersburgh, a copy of your epis- 
tle is prepared to be transmitted to our 
Minister, and the President of the Bible 
Society, Prince Galitzin, who will not 
fail to present it to our emperor. Iam 
quite proud of the idea that Kamtschat- 
ka’s post, barren by itself, will announce, 
this time, to all Christendom, tke most 
glorious event for the kingdom of our 
Lord of heaven and earth. 

- With sentiments of high esteem, your: 
faithfully, Peter Rickorp. 





DOMESTIC. 


Extracts from the Report of the Trus 
tees of the Baptist Missionary Societe 
of Massachusetts, May 29, 1822. 


Ir is now twenty years since this So. 
ciety held its first meeting for the choice 
of its officers, and the transaction of other 
business connected with the objects for 
which it was established. And though 
several highly respected ministers of 
Christ, who took an active part on that 
occasion, have long ago entered into 
rest; yet there are a few spared, who 
remember with feelings of lively inter 
est, the circumstances which attended 
its organization. ‘They were permitted 
the honour of bestowing on this insti- 
tution, in its infancy, their fostering care ; 
aud have observed its growth from year 
to year, until it has arrived at a state of 


| maturity which gives them peculiar plea- 
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sure. Indeed, none of us can have a 
correct knowledge of the rise and pro- 
gress of this Society, without feelings of 
gratitude for its past success, and confi- 
dent expectation of its future prospe- 
rity. We have abundant reason to thank 

God, and take courage ; to continue the 
work which our venerable predéces- 
sors commenced; and to persevere in 
well doing, seeing that in due time we 
shall reap if we faint not. 

“Rev. Henry Hale has fulfilled a mis- 
sionary appointment of three months, 
which had been given him previous to 
the last annual meeting. Most of this 
time was occupied in the province of 
New Brunswick. After mentioning se- 
veral towns which he had visited, he re- 
marks; “This week I spent on Schoo- 
dick river, preaching lectures in differ- 
ent places, Having passed the Sabbath 
in the town of St. Andrews, I rode to 


Magguadavick river, where I spent four | 


Lord’s days. The settlement on this 
river is about nine miles in length, and 
the inhabitants quite numerous. There 
is a small Baptist church here. I found 
them very low in religion, and the peo- 
ple extremely wicked. I trust I felt 
more than a common concern for their 
spiritual welfare. I visited and preach- 
ed frequently in different parts of the 
settlement. I soon discovered some spe- 
cial attention to religion. Christians ma- 
nifested greater zeal for the cause of 
Christ, and several who had before been 
entirely thoughtless, appeared to be un- 
der deep concern for their souls. 

The Trustees have torecord with gra- 
titude, the success which has accompa- 
nied the missionary exertions of their 
faithful brother, Mr. Isaac Kimball. At 
their meeting last May, they gave him 
an appointment for six months. A few 
extracts from his letters will be suffi- 
cient to show that he has not laboured 
in vain. He observes, “Truly I may 
Say, goodness and mercy have followed 
me all my days. Since I saw you, I have 
witnessed many delightful and animat- 








ing scenes, and have, I think, reason to 
bless God that I was sent by Him, and 
the Society to Claremont. I have spent 
my time mostly in that place. I have, 
however, occasionally visited and preach- 
ed in Charlestown and Unity. I have 
also spent two Lord’s days in Plainfield, 
and have had the happiness to see that 
church beginning to revive. I endea- 
voured to excite the brethren to put 
forth their efforts to gather a society ; 
and have since heard they were doing so 
with very good success. But my la- 
bours for the last three months have 
been principally confined to Claremont. 
After the constitution of the church 
there, the work of the Lord gradually 
increased, and filled many a heart with 
joy and gladness. I attended meetings 
in different parts of the town almost 
every evening, except towards the lat- 
ter part of the time, when, on account 
of my ill health, I was obliged to relax 
in my exertions. 

“J have, since the formation of this 
church, which then consisted of seven- 
teen members, baptized sixteen, and se- 
veral have been added by letter. Buta 
small part of the hopeful converts have 
yet professed religion. The number of 
those who have hopefully passed from 
death unto life is about sixty. Various 
have been the ways in which God has 
been pleased to call up the attention of 
sinners in this place. The preaching of 
the word, private conversation, and the 
administration of baptism, have been 
means which God has biessed. The 
good work is still going on, and it was 
with great reluctance I left the place at 
this interesting season. 

“In this tour I have preached fifty 
times, besides attending conference 
meetings. I baptized thirteen persons 
in Claremont, who were added to that 
church, increasing their number to more 
than fifty. There are a considerable 
number more whom we hope to see 
come forward before long to declare 
what God has done for their souls. In 
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Unity the cause is rising. Two persons 
have been added to the church the sum- 
mer past by baptism, making their ad- 
dition eight since I first went there.” 

In 3 Communication, dated December 
26; 1821, which brings Mr. Kimball’s 
journal to a close, he says, “I have spent 
the time. chiefly in the same region I did 
before, I have ridden in the prosecu- 
tion of my duties, previous to my leaving 
the: missionary field, between five hun- 
dred and six hundred miles; preached 
eighty times; and attended many other 
religious meetings. I have administer- 
ed the Lord’s Supper three times; and 
the ordinance of baptism to seven per- 
sons. In Claremont, the most fruitful 
spot in my missionary field, things still 
wear an encouraging aspect. The bre- 
thren continue their meetings regularly, 
whether they have preaching or not, in 
a commodious hall which they have ob- 
tained in the centre of the town. On 
the 26th of September, I had the happi- 
ness of witnessing the acceptance of 
that infant church, formed with seven- 
teen members a few months ago, into 
the Woodstock Baptist Association, con- 
sisting of fifty-five members, ‘Three 
have been since added to that number. 
On November 14th, I had the satisfac- 
tion to assist in the formation of a Fe- 
male Benevolent Society, whose object 
is, “ to aid with money and clothing, or 
other necessary articles, the education of 
pious young men for the ministry, mis- 
sionary exertions, and Indian schools.” 
in Charlestown, after long and anxiously 
watching the prospects of a revival, we 
have at length been permitted to wit- 
ness semcthing of the work of the Lord, 
and the viumphs of his grace. The num- 
ber of hepeful converts is twelve or 
fourteen, 

“ Bradford has experienced a revival of 
religion; in which about thirty souls 
have been hopefully converted, to God, 
Such as had correct views of gospel doc- 
trine and church order, I encoumged to 


Hecome embodied as achurch. Andon || they manifested to God for his. goodness 
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the 11th day of December, a church was 
regularly organized, consisting of eight 
males, and seven females; all heads 
of families except one, and all in the 
prime of life. 

“In Hillsborough is an infant churck, 
formed with sixteen members, August 
31, 1820. The Lord has been gracious- 
ly pleased -to grant them his continued 
smiles, and they Have increased to fifty- 
one, containing an unusual proportion 
of brethren, apparently respectable both 
for talents and property.” 

Rev. Gideon Cook has fulfilled a mis- 
sion of three months. His labours were 
chiefly confined to Strafford county, 
New Hampshire. The towns of Wolf- 
borough, Ossipee, Tuptonborough, Mii- 
ton, and Eaton, were favoured with his 
ministrations. In Eaton, he assisted in 
the constitution of a church. In Wolf- 
borough, Mr. Cook was instrumental in 
forming a Female Society for pious and 
benevolent purposes. During this tour, 
he preached sixty times; visited and 
conversed from house to house ; and re- 
ceived thirty-three dollars in donations 
and subscriptions. This worthy mis- 
sionary informs us, “there are not less 
than twelve towns in that region, which 
are destitute of the gospel, and many 
who had not heard a sermon for nine 
years. Their cry is, “Come over and 
help us.” We do not wonder he should 
add, “ May you think on their situation, 
and the Lord give you wisdom.” 

Rev. Jesse Coburn has furnished us 
with an account of eleven weeks’ service 
performed in the western parts of Wind- 
sor, Washington, and Orange counties, 
Vermont. His labours, especially in the 
township of Roxbury, seem to have been 
blessed, In one section of this township, 
the ‘pious people had not hearda ser. 
mon from a baptist preacher for fifteen 
months. 
of sisters praying the Lord of the har- 
vest to send forth labourers into his har- 
vest. None can conceive the gratitude 


He says, he found a number | 
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tothem. Within a few weeks the work 
of God has commenced in this neigh- 
bourhood, and. several persons have 
been hopefully converted. Our mis- 
sionary brother had the satisfaction of 
baptizing fifteen persons on a profession 
of their faith. 

_ Mr. Coburn preached in eight towns, 
and found them in a very destitute con- 
dition. And such, he observes, is the 
deplorable situation of that portion of 
country ‘to the extent of forty miles 
square. 

Rev. John Ide has been employed for 
three months. He preached in the 
towns of Jay, Westfield, Polton, Troy, 
Newport, and’ Derby, Vermont. In Jay, 
he was induced to spend four Sabbaths, 
as there appeared to be a solemn sense 
of the importance of religion on the 
minds of the people. Before he had 
finished his mission, he baptized ten per- 
sons; six others also gave evidence of 
piety. Besides the above mentioned 
towns, he says, “I have visited Irasburg, 
Sutton, Burton, Brownington, and Sa- 
lem. In the last mentioned town a se- 
riousness is visible, and there are one or 
two instances of conversion.” 

In this mission Mr. Ide travelled five 
hundred and fifty miles; preached se- 
venty-five sermons; attended four church 
meetings, and three conferences ; assist- 
ed in organizing one church; and also 
administered the Lord’s Supper, and 
Christian baptism. 

From Rev. Emory Osgood, the Board 
have received an account of three 
months’ missionary service. The labours 
of this servant of Christ appear to have 
been attended with happy effects. At 
Richland, Oswego county, New York, he 
was instrumental of turning the hearts 
of the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
just. After having repeatedly visited 
them during the lapse of one or two 
years, he had the pleasure of seéing 
twenty-nine persons, who had first given 
themselves to the Lord, give them- 
e*lves to each other to walk together in 





church covenant. Mr. Osgood also con- 
tributed to the formation of an infant 
church in the town of Orleans. In the 
discharge of his duties as a missionary, 
he pfeached one hundred discourses; 
baptized eleven persons ; and frequently 
attended meetings for conference. 

Rev. Asa Averill has itinerated three 
moriths in the counties of Jefferson and 
St. Lawrence, New York. An extract 
from his letter will give some idea of the 
manner in which he performed his ap- 
pointment, and the difficulties which a 
missionary is called to encounter. He 
remarks, “ Owing to the new and very 
bad roads, I have not been able to em- 
brace so large a tract of country in my 
labours as I could have wished. I have, 
however, visited and preached in most 
of the destitute settlements a few times. 
My labours have been chiefly confined 
to a tract of country called ‘Penift 
Square,’ and in the north part of Brown- 
ville ; an extent of country about eigh- 
teen miles long, and twelve wide, con- 
taining about 550 families ; but no minis- 
ter of orthodox sentiments is among 
them. During the time I have been 
employed by the Board, I have preach- 
ed sixty-seven times; attended twenty- 
nine other meetings for religious wor- 
ship ; baptized three persons; adminjs- 
tered the Lord’s supper twice; and as- 
sisted in constituting a church in the 
town of Rossie, in the county of St. Law- 
rence, consisting of twenty-one members. 

Rev. Peter P. Roots has fulfilled a 
missionary appointment of three months, 
which he received from this Board. He 
has spent most of his time on this mis- 
sion in the counties of Tomkins, Tioga, 
and Broome, New York. In Dryden, a 
town in which he has frequently preach- 
ed, he says, a considerable number haye 
entertained a hope in Christ; and some 
of them have lately been baptized. 

Rev. Thomas Baker has made returns 
of ten weeks’ gervice. In several in- 
stances, there is reason to conclude that 
| his preaching was a means of conversion 
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At the close i and Monroe counties. | have rode about 


of one discourse which he delivered, a | seven hundred miles; preached cighty- 


person went home in great distress; the 
next Sabbath his convictions were more 
pungent; and in the night he was so 
much alarmed under a sense 


he cried aloud, “ Lord Jesus, have mer- 


of sin, that 
cy on me asinner!” This awoke his fa- 
mily, who camie around him to inquir 
what was the matter? 
was apprehensive he should be lost. H« 
continued his cry for mercy until day 
light, when he found peace in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. *1 thought,’ said he, when 
describing his experience to Mr. Baker, 
“that morality was the way to obtain re- 
ligion, and thought many times that I 


He told them he 


had oblained it; but your sermon stript 


me of it all. I had done nothing.’ He 


gives great evidence of a change of 


fteart. Conferences have since been 
established in that neighbourhood, and 
there are hopeful appearances that a 
work of grace has commenced. Mr. 
Baker writes, “ I rode about seventeen 
miles toa village, called Springville, and 
A very pro- 
After meet- 


img I went to his house, and found an 


preached on the Sabbath. 
fane mari came to hear me. 
arrow had reached his heart. A short 
time after, I called on him again, and 
found him'on a sick bed, but a happy 
man. Said he, ‘ Elder, your sermon w:ts 
like as a fire, and a hanimer, that break- 
eth the flint in pieces. I had no peace 
for several days; but in my distress 
Christ appeared for me the chief of sin- 
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Fe has since died in the triumphs 
of faith.’ 

Before we pass ftom the extensive 
missionary field which the state of New 
York shall natice the la- 
bours of brother .4mos Chase, who has 
Spent twelve wecks under the direction 
of your Board. In a letter addressed to 
the secretary, he says, “I have spent 
the prncipal part of my time in the 


Presents, we 


counties of Steuben and Allegany. 1) 


was also on the east edge of Cataragus 
county, and im a few towns in Ontario 
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nine umes; baptized eight persons ; ang 


have also as 


sisted im se ttling difficulties 


in three churches. The ground 


over 
sata i 
which { have travelled is peculiarly des- 


titute of regular preachers of the gospel. 


At Canhocton there is a Baptist church 


and no preacher—at Dansville there is a 
Baptist church, and no preacher—at Al- 
mon there is a Baptist church, and no 
preacher—-at Kenedea there is a Baptist 
church, and no preacher—in Poultney 


there are two Baptist churches, and no 


, ce . 
preachers, Ther are mat Baptist 
members scattered through this coun- 


try, who hail a missionary with delight, 


and xpi'e SS much @ratituce t your 3o 


ciety.” 

The Rev. Fdward Daventert write 
“6 Agrecably to m} appomtine nt from th 
Baptist Missionary Secietv ef Massachu 


setts, I travelled to the state of Pennsy! 


vania. 


I formed a cucuit of ighty-fivs 


miles in the counties of Potter and 


M‘Kean, and preached in that 
fifteen weeks. Within that time it snow- 
ed, more or less, for thirty-five days 

e the mud 


succession. I cannot descno 


dy roads, and the hard travelling. But 
the females would walk from one to five 


miles, with torches and lanterns, that 


they might hear the gospel God has 

wrought great things in this wilderness 

When I first came here, there was no 

regard manifested for the Lord’s-day 

But now fhere is a church of 36 

bers, thirty-th 
? ¢ 


baptism, and 


ree having be n add t bs 


three by letter. I have, 
on this journey, baptized nine persons. 
The work of grace began in the centre 
of Potter county, where I had laboured 
until now in vain. I cannot deseribe the 
thanks they ret im to God, and the Mis- 
sionary Society, for sending the gospel 
to them. These young converts meet 
every Lord’s day for religious worship. 
When I visited them this fall, I was 
astonished at their growth in the know- 
ledge of the holy scriptures.” 
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Rev. Benjamin Oviatt has been sup- | 


ported a8 a missionary twenty weeks, by 
the funds of this sOcic ty. On re ceiving 
his credentials, he travelled to Bellefonte, 


4 6s . _ 
in Center county, Pennsylvania. Here,” | 


he remarks, “ 1 found a few Baptists who 


were very desirous to hear preaching. 


There was not a Baptist minister within 


thirty miles of the place. I spent about 


ten days in preaching and visiting ; 2nd 


have reason to hope the Lord has a peo- | 


ple whom he will bring out im duc time. 
Missionary labours are much needed in 
this region.” At Mifflin, Mr. Oviatt 
preached in the Presbyterian meeting- 
house ; and after the sermon, baptized 
three persons, in the presegce of a large 
and solemn assembly. He then return- 
ed to the house, and administered the 
Lord’s supper. 
pearances of usefulness were very en- 
couraging”. 
yered in this place, was to a large and 


solemn assemibly The 


bathed in tears, and unwilling to go | 


way. Some were crying, and saying, 


“What shall I do to be saved’” He} 


says, “I conversed and prayed w ith 
them. Truly it was a solemn time. I 
spent several days preaching and visit- 
ing among them. I found some that had 
experienced religion—a time was ap- 
pointed to baptize them—a large assem- 
bly collected after sermon, and we walk- 
ed half a mile to the water, where the 
ordinance of baptism was 
to four persons. Many appeare d 
pricked in the fe art, 8 LvINg, what shall 


I do to be saved? It was truly as s0- 


a Iministe red 


| 


The fourth sermon he deli- | 


people were | 


| 


to be j 


Jemn a time as éver I witnessed on such | 


an occasion.” After labouring in many 
other places with success, Mr. Oviatt 
returned to Springfield, where he bap- 
tized two candidates, and assisted in the 
organization of an infant church. Twelve 


petsons had been recently baptized, and 4 


bine expected to unite with them by 


letter. After the church had been con- 





stituted, they went’ five miles, where || 


’ 


At Springfield the ap- || 
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he preached and broke bread to them, 
ready to depw on the morrow. 
At a meeting of the Trustees in Sep 


| tember last, a communication was laid 


before them from the “ United Society 
for the Spread of the Gospel,” earnestly 
requesting that a missionary might be 
sent to the state of Illinois. This request 
was accompanied by a representation of 
the state of things m that region, which 
cannot but affect every pious heart. In 
the letter alluded to, we are informed, 
that “there are extensive settlements in 
The mili- 
tary tract north-west of the Hlinois river ; 


Illinois extremely destitute. 


the range of country on the opposite 
side, embracing the rapidly increasing 
settlements of Maccoupen, Apple Creek, 


| and Diamond Grove; with the extensive 


settlements of the Sangamon, call loudly, 
“Come over and help us.”” In Maccou 
pen and Sangamon are Baptist churches 
recently censtituted, but they are quit: 
remote from ministerial supplies. The 
military tract, it is believed, was never 
visited, but by one minister, Rev. Mr 
Welch, though its population extends 
It will 


»e understood, that over these settle. 


through a vast extent of country, 
| 


ments many baptized professors are dis 


persed; many of whom might be col 
} 


lected into churches. if there 1S @ por- 


| tion of the United States that needs mis 





sionary labour, it is the ficld of Missouri 
and Mlinois.” The Board felt the appeal 
of their distant brethren, and were una- 
nimous in their views, that this was im- 
portant missionary ground. 

In a subsequent letter, the “ Union 
Society” recommended the Rev. John M 
Peck, as a missionary deserving the con- 
fidence and support of the Board. Ag 
some of the Trustees are personally ac- 
quainted with Mr. Peck, and all are sa- 
tisfied with the ample testimonials to his 
character as a Christian and a minister; 
they have given him an appointment for 
one year, to labour in the states of Mis- 
scuri and BYnois,. 
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to some who heard him. At the close 
of one discourse which he delivered, a 
person went home in great distress; the 
next Sabbath his convictions were more 


_pungent; and in the night he was so 


much alarmed under a sense of sin, that 
he cried aloud, “ Lord Jesus, have mer- 
cy on me asinner!” This awoke his fa- 
mily, who came around him to inquire 
what was the matter? He told them he 


was apprehensive he should be lost. He | 
continued his: cry for mercy until day | 
light, when he found peace in the Lord | 
Jesus Christ. ‘1 thought,’ said he, when | 


describing his experience to Mr. Baker, 
*that morality was the way to obtain re- 


ligion, and thought many times that I | 


had oblained it ; but your sermon stript 
me of it all. I had done nothing.’ He 


gives great evidence of a change of 


lteart. Conferences have since been 


established in that neighbourhood, and | 


there are hopeful appearances that a 
work of grace has commenced. Mr. 
Baker writes, “I rode about seventeen 
miles to a village, called Springville, and 
preached on the Sabbath. A very pro- 
fane man came to hear me. After meet- 


time after, I called .on him again, and 
found him’on a sick bed, but a happy 


man. Said he, ‘ Elder, your sermon ws | 
like as a fire, and a hanimer, that break- | 


eth the flint in pieces. I had no peace 
for several days; but in my distress 
Christ appeared for me the chief of sin- 
ners.” He has since died in the triumphs 
of faith.” 

Before we pass from the extensive 
missionary field which the state of New 
York presents, we shall notice the la- 
bours of brother Amos Chase, who has 
spent twelve wecks under the direction 
of your Board. In a letter addressed to 
the secretary, he says, “I have spent 
the prncipal part of my time in the 
counties of Steuben and Allegany. I 
was also on the east edge of Cataragus 
county, and in a few towns in Ontario 


| 
| 


ing I went to his house, and found an | 
arrow had reached his heart. A short | 
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and Monroe counties. I have rode about 
seven hundred miles; preached cighty- 
nine times ; baptized eight persons ; and 
have also assisted in settling difficulties 
in three churches. The ground over 
which I have travelled is peculiarly des- 
titute of regular preachers of the gospel. 
At Canhocton there is a Baptist church, 
and no preacher—at Dansville there is a 
Baptist church, and no preacher—at Al- 
mon there is a Baptist church, and no 
preacher—at Kenedea there is a Baptist 
church, and no preacher—in Poultney 
there are two Baptist churches, and no 
preachers. There are many Baptist 
members scattered through this coun- 
try, who hail a missionary with delight, 
and express much gratitude to your So- 
ciety.” 

The Rev. Edward Davenport writes, 
“ Agrecably to my appointment from the 
Baptist Missionary Society of Massachu- 
setts, I travelled to the state of Pennsy!- 
vania. I formed a circuit of eighty-five 
miles in the counties of Potter and 
M‘Kean, and preached in that region 
fifteen weeks. Within that time it snow- 
ed, more or less, for thirty-five days in 
succession. I cannot describe the mud- 
dy roads, and the hard travelling... But 
the females would walk from one to five 
miles, with torches and lanterns, that 
they might hear the gospel. God has 
wrought great things in this wilderness. 
When I first came here, there was no 
regard manifested for the Lord’s-day. 
But now there is a church of 36 mem- 
bers, thirty-three having been added by 
baptism, and three by letter. I have, 
on this journey, baptized nine persons. 
The work of grace began in the centre 
of Potter county, where I had laboured 
until now in vain. I cannot describe the 
thanks they return to God, and the Mis- 
sionary Society, for sending the gospel 
to them. These young converts meet 
every Lord’s day for religious worship. 
When I visited them this fall, I was 
astonished at their growth in the know- 
ledge of the holy scriptures.” 
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Rev. Benjamin Oviatt has been sup- 
ported as a missionary twenty weeks, by 
the funds of this society. On receiving 
his credentials, he travelled to Bellefonte, 
jn Centercounty, Pennsylvania. “Here,” 
he remarks, “1 found a few Baptists who 
were very desirous to hear preaching. 


There was not a Baptist minister within” 


thirty miles of the place. I spent about 
ten days in preaching and visiting ; and 
have reason to hope the Lord has a peo- 
ple whom he will bring out in due time. 
Missionary labours are much needed in 
this region.” At Mifflin, Mr. Oviatt 
preached in the Presbyterian meeting- 
house ; and after the sermon, baptized 
three persons, in the presence of a large 
and solemn assembly. He then return- 
ed to the house, and administered the 
Lord’s supper. At Springfield the ap- 
pearances of usefulness were very en- 
couraging. The fourth sermon he deli- 
yered in this place, was to a large and 
solemn assembly. The people were 
bathed in tears, and unwilling to go 
away. Some were crying, and saying, 
“What shall I do to be saved?” He 
says, “I conversed and prayed with 
them. Truly it was a solemn time. I 
spent several days preaching and visit- 
ing among them. I found some that had 
experienced religion—a time was -ap- 
pointed to baptize them—a large assem- 
bly collected after sermon, and we walk- 
ed half a mile to the water, where the 
erdinance of baptism was administered 
to four persons. Many appeared to be 
pricked in the heart, saying, what shall 
I do to be saved? It was truly as so- 
Jemn a time as ever I witnessed on such 
an occasion.” After labouring in many 
other places with success, Mr. Oviatt 
returned to Springfield, where he bap- 
tized two candidates, and assisted in the 
organization of an infant church. Twelve 
persons had been recently baptized, and 
nine expected to unite with them by 
letter. After the church had been con- 
stituted, they went? five miles, where 
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he preached and broke bread to them, 
ready to depart on the morrow. 

At a meeting of the Trustees in Sep- 
tember last, a communication was laid 
before them from the “ United Society 
for the Spread of the Gospel,” earnestly 
requesting that a missionary might be 
sent to the state of Illinois. This request 
was accompanied by a representation of 
the state of things in that region, which 
cannot but affect every pious heart. In 
the letter alluded to, we are informed, 
that “there are extensive settlements in 
Illinois extremely destitute. The mili- 
tary tract north-west of the Illinois river ; 
the range of country on the opposite 
side, embracing the rapidly increasing 
settlements of Maccoupen, Apple Creek, 
and Diamond Grove ; with the extensive 
settlements of the Sangamon, call loudly, 
“Come over and help us.” In Maccou- 
pen and Sangamon are Baptist churches 
recently censtituted, but they are quite 
remote from ministerial supplies. The 
military tract, it is believed, was never 
visited but by one minister, Rev. Mr. 
Welch, though its population extends 
through a vast extent of country. It will 
be understood, that over these settle- 
ments many baptized professors are dis- 
persed; many of whom might be col- 
lected into churches. If there is a por- 
tion of the United States that needs mis- 
sionary labour, it is the field of Missouri 
and Illinois.” The Board felt the appeal 
of their distant brethren, and were una- 
nimous in their views, that this was im- 
portant missionary ground. 

In a subsequent letter, the “ Union 
Society” recommended the Rey. John M. 
Peck, as a missionary deserving the con- 
fidence and support of the Board. Ags 
some of the Trustees are personally ac- 
quainted with Mr. Peck, and all are sa- 
tisfied with the ample testimonials to his 
character as a Christian and a minister; 
they have given him an appointment for 
one year, to labour in the states of Mis- 


| souri and Biinois,. 
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BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE 
SOCIETY. 


Ox Wednesday, May ist, 1822, was 
held, at the Free-Masons’ Hall, London, 
the Eighteenth Anniversary of The Bri- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society. 

Among the personages assembled on 
this occasion were, his royal highness the 
duke of Gloucester ; the earl of Harrow- 
by, lord president of the council; the 
earl of Gosford ; the earl of Rocksavage ; 
earl of Euston; viscount Sandon; lord 
Suffield ; lord Calthorpe ; lord Gambier ; 
the bishops of St. David’s, Salisbury, and 
Norwich; the chancellor of the exche- 
quer, &c. &c. 


Lord Teignmouth, the president, ad- 
dressed the meeting, as follows: 


** GENTLEMEN, 

“TI have ever looked forward to the 
recurrence of this day with anticipated 
feelings of unmingled gratification, and 
during the eighteen years in which I 
have had the honour to occupy the chair 
of this meeting, have never been disap- 
Bointed. On the present occasion, how- 
ever, there is a subject of regret, in 
which we must all participate,—the ab- 
sence of our respected secretary, the 
Rev. John Owen; his constitution, for 
the third time, has sunk beneath the 
laborious duties of his office, and he is 
now suffering the consequences of un- 
Temitted exertion in the discharge of 
them. The magnitude and extent of his 
services, can be estimated by those only 
who have witnessed them; their value 


reluctantly yielded to a temporary sus- 
pension of his labours, and has been 
constrained to submit to that repose, 
from. which only he can hope, under 





Providence, for the restoration of his | 
health. But his heart is with us, and I | 





am sure that our affections are wit}: 
him, accompanied by our wishes for his 
speedy and confirmed convalescence. 
“1 hold in my hand a letter, addressed 
to me by one of the earliest, most con- 
stant, and most respected friends of our 
Institution, the right Rev. the bishop of 
Durham,* now in his eighty-ninth year, 
expressing his invariable attachment to 
it; and I also present you with a letter 
to the same purport from the right Rev. 
the bishop of Gloucester, whose episco- 
pal duties in his diocess, have deprived 


the meeting of the honour and benefit. 


of his presence.” 


An Abstract of the Report was then 
read bythe Rev. William Dealtry, rector 
of Clapham, from which it appeared that 
the issues of Bibles and Testaments with- 
in the year, from the depository, have 
been 118,766 Bibles, 136,973 New Tes- 
taments, making, with those issued at 
the expense of the society, from foreign 
presses, since the commencement of the 
institution, three millions tivo hundred and 
fifty thousand Bibles and Testaments. 


The cash account appeared to stand 
as follows; I. 8. d. 
Total net receipts, - 103,802 17 4 
Total net payments, 90,445 6 4 


The society is under engagements, : 


which will become payable within its 
current year, to the amount of upward: 
of 50,0007. 


The earl of Harrowby spoke as foliows 


“ MY LORDS AND GENTLEMESY, 

1] rise, with much pleasure, to move 
that the Report be printed; and I an 
certain that the perusal of it will afford 
pleasure, not only to the persons present, 
but to a large portion of the inhabitants 
of this country, and to that large portior 
of the inhabitants of Europe and the. 


* This letter enclosed a draft for fifty pounds, 
to be applied to any purpose of the Socicty, which, 
in the opimon of Lord 'f. most required it. 
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world, who take an interest in the pro- 
ceedings of this society. It is, indeed, 
a singular and a gratifying circumstance 
to perceive, by the abstract of the Re- 
port just read, what may be almost call- 
ed the’universality of the proceedings of 
the society ; some of the very names of 
the places to which it has extended, are 
so little familiar to our ears, or to the 
eyes of the reverend gentleman who has 
read the*Report, that he felt himself 
embarrassed in the endeavour to pro- 
nounce them. The first notice several 
of us have had of the existence of the 
places mentioned in that Report, has 
been the gratifying intelligence, that to 
those places the gospel has been sent, 
It is not only to countries the most civil- 
ized in Europe, in Asia, in the new 
world, to the poor inhabitants of Labra- 
dor, that the agents of this society have 
extended their influence; but we may 
almost say, they 

Have stretch’d their bounds from India to the poles, 
And the vast surface kindles as it rolls. 

tt was the boast of a Spanish monarch, 
that the sun did not sét upon his do- 
minions. It may be not the dJoast of this 
society; but it may be said by it, that 
the sun does not set upon its vast labours. 
To attempt to expatiate on the merits 
and usefulness of this society, before an 
audience so fully convinced of them, 
would be a useless waste of your time ; 
¥ shall therefore content myself with 
moving this resolution.” 


This motion was seconded by the lord 
bishop of St. David’s. 


Right honourable the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer : 


“T rise, with pleasure, to propose the 
thanks of this meeting to the noble pre- 
sident of the society, for the assiduous 
care with which he has cherished its in- 
terests. His lordship has presided over 
the society eighteen years. Under his 
direction, it has grown from small be- 


ginnings. At first, counteracted by jea- 
fousy and suspicion, not countenanced 
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by all the good, and opposed by many 
of. the evil, in the country, it has ad- 
vanced till it may be said almost to fill 
the world: My noble friend has called 
your attention to the ample field of the 
society’s labours. In fact, its proceed- 
ings can scarcely be understood without 
a map of the world; and, indeed, its 
operations are so widely diffused, that I 
, doubt if any member of this society pos- 
sesses a collection of maps sufficiently 
numerous to trace them. Its proceed- 
ings, ramified in every direction, fill the 
mind. You have heard, in the Report 
read to you, that in every quarter of the 
world, ignorance and superstition are 
giving way before the gospel; that idol- 
atry is renouncing the symbols of its 
worship, casting its idols into the fire 
or the sea; and that those who, by the 
trammels of superstition, were prohibit- 
ed the use of the scriptures, are now 
receiving them with gratitude and de- 
light. Amidst the congratulations so 
justly due to those who have managed 
this society, we ought not to forget that 
the eighteen years which have elapsed, 
constitute a large portion of the life of 
an individual; and that to the Giver of 
all good we are indebted, that its vene- 
rable president has been preserved so 
long. This time, however, is a mere 
point in the history of the Christian 
church, in which the establishment of the 
Bible Society will form so distinguished 
an epoch. Much as has been done, 
greater triumphs remain behind, till the 
earth shall be filled with the knowledge 
of the Lord—till every part to which the 
society’s operations have not yet reach- 
ed, and the labours of missionaries have 
not extended, shall resound with hymna 
of praise to the Redeemer. Among the 
triumphs of the day, there is one circum- 





stance to which I cannot but call yout 

attention, It is with pain and regret 

that we do not, this day, hear the voice 

of one distinguished individual, to whom 

we have so often listened with delight; 

one of the chief ornaments of our socie= 
21 
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ty, and one, I may add, whose health 
has been impaired in its service. But we 
ought to remember, that, if his health, 
or that of others, has suffered in the 
exertions called forth by this cause, they 
cannot suffer in a nobler cause, or one 
that will, hereafter, secure them a more 
glorious reward. Let us, from the ex- 
ertions of the secretaries of this society, 
and from the example of Leander Van 
Ess, learn to overlook all selfish feelings 
in the great cause in which we are en- 
gaged. Let us reflect whether we can- 
not yet do more than we have donc. 
I certainly feel, for myself, that I can 
and ought todo more. Let them take 
to themselves the warning, who have 
not done all they might; let them re- 
collect, that our whole heart is required 
in the cause, and that the utmost efforts 
of our hands should be exerted in its sup- 
port. Every hand, I am persuaded, will 
be raised, and every heart be united, in 
support of the motion I have proposed.” 

The lord bishop of Salisbury seconded 
this motion. 

Lord Teignmouth : 
© GENTLEMEN, 

“ The happy effects of that impulse 
which the British and Foreign Bible 
Society has imparted to the Christian 
world, become every year more and 
more apparent. We see it operating 
through all the gradations of society; it 
is felt in palaces and cottages ; it extends 
from nation to nation, and has passed 
from the old to the new world, exciting, 
every where, an ardent zeal, and unre- 
mitting exertions for the universal dis- 
semination of the holy scriptures. 

* Such effects, so astonishing in their 


. Magnitude, so important in their bear- 


ings and consequences, could never have 
proceeded from any cause or agency 
merely human; and they must be refer- 
ted to a higher source,—to the benevo- 
lence of a gracious God, who has made 
our institution his instrument for com- 
mending his holy word, and has disposed 
the hearts of men to unite in one grand 
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undertaking for the distribution of jt, 
with a view to his glory and the happi. 
ness of his creatures. 

“In history, which has been defined, 
and not altogether unjustly, I fear, the 
record of human crimes and calamities, 
we read of confederacies and ‘alliances, 
formed for executing or opposing the 
projects of ambition. It is only in mo- 
dern times, that we see extensive asso- 
ciations for the general benefit of man. 
kind; and of these our own country has 


produced many, founded on love to God © 


and man, and acting under the influence 
of this evangelical principle. Among 
these, the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety stands pre-eminent; and it has this 
characteristic distinction, that it com- 
bines Christians of all denominations, 
and hence derives the support and effi- 
ciency which enable it to give univer. 
sality to its operations. 

“And to what are its operations di. 
rected? Not to the subjugation of na- 
tions, or the acquisition of dominions, 
the objects of human ambition; it aims 
to subvert no empires but those of igno- 
rance, infidelity, superstition, and idola- 
try, and to establish on their ruins the 
banner of the Cross : our work is to give 
to mankind the means of knowing that 
Saviour and King who said, “ My king- 
dom is not of this world,” and to supply 
them with a guide which will conduct 
them into it. The moral and religious 
improvement of the present and future 
generations, is the end to which our la- 
bour of love aspires; and the hope that 
it will attain this blessed consummation, 
is the animating principle and reward of 
our proceedings. Human laws may re- 
strain the commission of crimes, and be- 
nevolence may relieve temporal neces- 
sities and sufferings ; but the Bible alone 
inculcates this great truth, that, to be 
happy, men must be holy; it tells them 
to walk with Godin this world, that they 
may live for ever with him in the next. 

“ When the British and Foreign Bible 
Society entered on its career, it prov 
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posed the whole world for the sphere of 
jts operations; and, judging from what 
jt has accomplished, it does not appear 
that the estimate of its power and re- 
sources was exaggerated. The moral 
machinery which it has set in action, is 
every year acquiring new power; and 
we may indulge the pleasing hope, that 
it will continue to act with augmented 
energy and accelerated movements, un- 
til the wishes of our hearts are attained, 
that all who are willing to receive, and 
able to read the word of God, shall have 
the means of doing so. 

“If it be asked, What consequences 
have flowed from the extraordinary dis- 
tribution of the scriptures? it may be 
replied, Many and great. It has check- 
ed the progress of immorality, vice, and 
scepticism; it has raised the tone of 
moral feeling; it has produced an ex- 
tensive reformation of life and manners, 
and has disposed many to attend the 
ordinances of religion, by whom they 
had been previously neglected, while, 
at the same time, it has enabled them 
to profit by these ordinances. These 
consequences are visible; but may we 


not go farther, and admit the gratifying | 


presumption, that the gospel thus pro- 


mulgated, has become the power of God | 
unto salvation, in many who have re- | 


ceived it? 


“ T have only now to return my sincere | 


thanks for the honour of your resolution, 
with an assurance that I shall always feel 
ita duty, and a pleasure, to devote my 
best services to the cause of an institu- 
tion, which J consider one of the great- 
est blessings ever conferred on man- 
kind.” 


Em 


PARIS BIBLE SOCIETY. 


A trrrte more than three years have 
elapsed since the Protestant Bible Soci- 
ety of Paris was first established; and 
having been favoured with the blessing 
of God, and enjoyed the protection of 

















the government, it is now surrounded 
with forty Auxiliaries and twelve Associ- 
ations. Its income, which, last year, was 
very little above forty-five thousand 
francs, has been increased this year to 
nearly one hundred and three thousand ; 
one individual has contributed 7920 
francs. The society, since its existence, 
has issued above twenty-two thousand 
Bibles and Testaments; the stock now 


in its depository, will scarcely meet the © 


wants of the present year; and the com- 
mittee are at this moment devising 
means of procuring stereotype editions 
of the Bible, of the versions of Martin 
and Ostervald, relying on Him who has 
hitherto so visibly blessed their efforts, 
that he will provide the means, It will 
afford our readers pleasure to learn, that 
an anonymous friend of the Bible has 
put into the hands of the committee the 
sum of one thousand francs, to be awards 
ed as a prize to the author of the best 
work in French, on the utility of read- 
ing the Holy Scriptures, and of Bible So- 
cieties. This work, if produced, may, 
under the blessing of God, be a useful 
instrument for increasing the number of 
these societies in France, and teaching 
the inhabitants of that country to appre- 
ciate them more and more. 


a — 


GERMANY. 


Circulation of the Scriptures by Professor- 
Van Ess. 


This laborious servant of the Bible cause con- 
tinues his zealous efforts for the inhabitants of Ger- 
many with unabated ardour. ‘The following view 
of his labours in circulating the seriptures is given 
by Dr. Pinkerton, when writing from Marburg un- 
der date of October 10, 1821, 

We laid the maps of Europe before us, 
and conversed over his benevolent ope- 
rations for the good of the Catholic in- 
habitants of Germany. In order to give 
you a general idea of those different parts 
of this extensive field, which have been 
sown with this blessed seed, I shall give 
you a few of the details, as I received 
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them from the Professor, on our travel- 
ling over the map together. 

In the kingdom of Wirtemberg, there 
have been circulated upwards of 38,000 
copies of his Testament ; in the state of 
Baden, 20,000; in Switzerland, 10,000; 
in the Austrian dominions, 24,500; in 
Havaria, about 3000; in Nassau, 10,000 ; 
in the states of Darmstadt, upwards of 
10,000; in and around Elberfield, 3000 ; 
in the country about Munster, 2000; in 


- and near Osnaburg, 6000; in the prin- 


cipality of Hildesheim, 10,000; in the 
Prussian states about Berlin, Stettin, &c. 
10,060; in Silesia, upwards of 30,000; 
in and around Frankfort-on-the-Main, 
10,000 ; in the country round Fulda, 5000. 
In addition to these general items, there 
have been 239,663 copies circulated, in 
small numbers and through various 
channels, in every part of Germany, and 
other countries in Europe where German 
Catholics are found. Thus the whole 
issues of Van Ess’s Testament, up to this 
date, have been 431,163 copies. 

At present, he has about 1000 copies 
in the depot at Halle ; 1000 in the depot 
at Frankfort ; 2000 here in Marburg ; 
and 25,000 copies lying at Sulzbach. 
These 29,000 copies belong to your 
committee, and are the remainder of 
the last 50,000 which you purchased 
from him. If, we add to these, 21,000 
copies in the hands of the publisher at 
Sulzbach, the whole stock on hand 
will be found to be 50,000 copies. 

In his treasury, he has 9000 florins ; 
about 750). stcriing. The Committee of 
the Russian Bible Society have promised 
him a grant amounting to about 140/., 
and he expects to receive an equal sum 
from Amsterdam. These funds are to be 
employed in binding the above mention- 
ed 29,000 copies, for such persons as are 
too poor even to pay for the binding ; 
whose numbers, especially among the 
@atholic peasantry, the Professor states 
to be very great. The issues of copies, 
from the beginning of this year up to 
‘the present date, have been 27,096. 


‘ 








BETHEL FLAG. 


Tue Rev. Mr. Eastburn, stated preacher 
to the seamen in Philadelphia, has receiv- 
ed a Beruet Fae, presented by the Sea- 
mans’Friend Society and Bethel Union, of 
London. This is a grateful token of their 
respect for a venerable “ fisher of men.” 
As an expression of the congeniality of 
feeling of our transatlantic brethren with 
those in our city who are interested for 
the spiritual welfare of mariners, it is 
creditable to the society by whom it was 
presented. The following letter from 
the secretary to the London iastitution 
accompanied thie flag. 

London, January 23, 1822, 

It has given me much pleasure to hear, 
by letters from my esteemed friend Ro- 
bert Ralston, Esq. of your port, that you 
are endeavouring to bring sailors to a 
sense of their lost estate by nature, and 
pointing them to the Lamb of God who 
taketh away the sins of the world. May 
the Lord spare your life for many years 
of increasing usefulness, and give you 
souls for your hire. And when, in his 
wisdom he shall call you to himself, may 
you partake of the joys of the angels, 
when they rejoice over poor prodigal 
sailors who are returning to their Father 

1 send herewith, to the care of Mr. 
Ralston, a Bethel Flag, from the “ Bri- 
tish and Foreign Seamens’ Friend Soci- 
ety and Bethel Union,” in this city, as a 
testimony of their esteem, to their friends 
in Philadelphia. I hope it will be the 
means of inviting many to the social 
meetings for prayer in your port. 

I have written fully to our friend Mr. 
R., with some tracts lately published, 
which may be interesting to you; also 
some reports, and the later numbers of 
the Sailor’s Magazine, which he will give 
you. It will give the Society much plea- 
sure to hear from you, with any account 
of good being done on the other side of 
the Atlantic. 

Adieu, my dear friend,—may the Lord 
abundantly bless you, and in the closing 
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scene of life, may you experience His 
everlasting arms around you, and hear 
him say, “ Come, ye blessed of my Fa- 
ther, inherit the Kingdom prepared for 
you,” &c. 
I remain yours most affectionately, 
T. Parips, Sec. 


The new Bethel Flag was first hoisted, 
at the Mariners’ Church, on Sabbath, 
the 24th of April, On the 25th, it was 
displayed at the mast head of the brig 
Junius, captain Dunton, and in the even- 
ing a meeting was held on board the 
brig. The religious exercises were con- 
ducted by the Rev. Messrs, Eastburn and 
Van Vleck, Dr. Janeway and a Welch 
sailor. The cabin was occupied by fe- 
males, and the deck and wharves filled 
with sailors, They were solemn and 
attentive. 

On Friday evening, 29th, the Flag 
having been flying during the day at the 
mast head of the brig Levant, captain 
Sandborn, a meeting was held on board 
the brig. The services were conducted 
by the Rev. Mr. Eastburn, Drs. Ely and 
Broadhead, and captain Foster. The 
attention was similar to that at the for- 
mer meeting. The numbers who attend 
these meetings, and the seriousness 
which pervades the audience, indicate 
the increasing interest which seamen 
feel in means adopted to promote their 
spiritual welfare, 


- ie. 
EXTRACTS, 


“Sir William Jones has, I think, in 
the most satisfactory manner, proved 
that the system of Gentilism among 
all the ancient nations who adopted it, 
was the same. This remarkable fact, if 
admitted, furnishes unanswerable evi- 
dence, that it was derived from a single 
source. For it is impossible, that dif 
ferent and distant nations should have 
severally invented so complicated a sys- 
tem ; comprising so many gods, having 
the same names, having the same fabu- 








lous history of their origin and charac- |’ 


ter, worshipped with the same numer- 

ous and diversified rites, and having the 

same various and peculiar offices assign- 
edtothem. The best account of this 
extraordinary fact, which I have met 
with, is contained in Bryant’s Analysis of 
the Ancient Heathen Mythology. This 
learned and able writer has, in my view, 
rendered it highly probable, that this re- 
ligion was begun by the Cushites, or 
that mixed multitude who attached them- 
selves to Nimrod, according to the com- 
mon chronology, about the year of the 
world 1750, and formed themselves, se- 
ven years after, into a nation or body 
politic underhisdominion. These peo- 
ple, in their dispersion, spread them- 
selves over many parts of the earth ; 
and by their enterprise, heroism, arts, 
and ingenuity, appear to have had the 
first great and controlling influence over 
the affairs of men, both secular and re- 
ligious; an influence, the effects of 
which wonderfully remain at the present 
time. The objects and the rites of wor- 
ship, adopted by these people, seem al- 
most all to have been found in the history 
of the deluge, of Noah, and of his family. 


“‘ The proofs that the authors of Gen- 
tilism had a primary reference to Noah, 
his family, and their history, appears to 
me to be complete in the different sym- 
bols, ceremonies, objects of commemo- 
ration, and names of persons and things 
together with the whole mythological 
history of this subject. Multitudes of 
allusions are found in all these things to 
Naah himself, his three sons, the num- 
ber of their family, their singular history, 
the deluge, the ark, the dove, the olive- 
branch, and various other particulars. 


“ The victims offered were to a great 
extent the same which were prescribed 
by the law of Moses: probably the same 
which had been offered from the begin- 
ning ; for we find Noah, immediately after 
the deluge, offering of every clean 
beast and of every clean fowl, burnt of- 
ferings on the altar which he had made. 
It well deserves to be remarked, that in 
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all the records of heathen worship, which 
have come down to us, the votaries ap- 
pear neither to huve asked nor to have 
given thanks for monat coon. fecular 
enjoyments of every kind, they univer- 
sally solicited, but. goodness of heart 
seems never to have been thought of as 
a gift coming from the gods. According- 
ly, Cicero, who must have been well ac- 
quainted with the subject, says, “ who 
ever thanked the gods for his virtue ?” 
Dwight. 
“TI cannot but take notice of a great 
evil that daily comes upon us, and there- 
fore deserves, with the greatest severity, 
to be discountenanced and punished; 1 
mean that of dve/s ; than which what can 
be more unchristian? And what can be 
more unreasonable, than for men upon 
deliberation, and after the heat of pas- 
sion is over, to resolve to sheathe their 
swords in one another’s bowels, only for 
a hasty word? These false rules of ho- 
nour will not pass in another world, in 
the higlfest and greatest court of honour, 
from whence there is no appeal.” 
Tillotson. 





It isa Persian proverb, “ a liberal hand 
is better than a strong arm.” 


— 


ANECDOTE. 


Trust in Providence.—A military offi- 
cer being at sea, in a dreadful storm, his 
lady, who was sitting in the cabin near 
him, and filled with alarm for the safety 
of the vessel, was so surprised at his com- 
posure and serenity, that she cried out, 
** My dear, are you not afraid ? how is it 
possible you can be so calm in such a. 
storm ?”” He arose from a chair lashed 
to the deck, and supporting himself by a 
bed place, he drew his sword, and point- 
ing it to the breast of his wife, exclaim- 
ed, “Are you not afraid ?” She instantly 
replied, “ No, certainly not.” “ Why ?” 
said the officer. “ Because,” rejoined the 
lady, “I know the sword is in the hand 

r. 











of my husband, and he loves me too well 
to hurt me.” “ Then,” said he, “re- 
member I know in whom I have believ- 
ed, and that he holds the winds in his fist, 
and the water in the.hollow of his hands,”’ 


REVIVALS, &c. 





Extract of a letter from the Rev... C. 
Harrison, to the Cor. Sec. dated 
George Town, §. C. June 4, 1822. 
MY DEAR SIR, 

You doubtless heard through the me- 
dium of my letter to brother H ’ 
that on the first Sabbath in last month, 
I baptized fifteen persons. 

It is with singular pleasure I hereby 
inform you, that on last Sabbath I im- 
mersed eighteen persons more in the 
name of the Sacred T'rinity ; making in 
all thirty-three. The greater number of 
them were coloured people. It is pe- 
culiarly interesting to witness so many 
who have so long borne the galling 
yoke of slavery, made free by the Son 
of God. Although they are slaves, yet 
they possess immortal minds. Tran- 
sient indeed are all material objects, 
and must soon come to their period ; but 
the soul of man contains in itself the 
principle of progression and improve- 
ment without end. There is no termi- 
nation to the career of an immortal spi- 
rit. We have a higher life than that 
which beats in the pulse, and when the 
dust returns to the “dust whence it 
sprung, “the spirit returns to God who 
fave it.” Itisanawful, though pleasing 
thought, that we have an eternity be- 
fore us. When the sun shall be extin- 
guished in darkness eternal, when the 
heavens shall be rolled together as a 
scroll, when the earth with all its works 
shall be dissolved, the soul shall survive 
the general wreck, and exult in the en- 
joyment of youth immortal. Such is 
the high destination of those “ who are 
born of God.” He who is managing all 
the vast concerns of his universe ac# 
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cording to his sovereign pleasure, and 
who with equal ease conducts “ the mo- 
tions of a seed; the creeping of a worm ; 
the flutterings of an insect; the journey 
of.a mite; the sallies of the human 
mind; the efforts of an angel; the pro- 
gress of a world; and the revolutions of 
systems,” has said, “because I live ye 
shall live also.” We are confident that 
what he has said, he will bring to pass. 
I have had the ague and fever ever 
since I came hither. I feel encouraged 
with the hope that it is about to leave 
me, as I had it not at the last period in 
which I expected it. Pray for me that 
I may open my mouth in wisdom, to make 
known the sublime mysteries of re- 
demption. 
Extract of a letter, dated Sedgwick, Me. 
June 19, 1822. 


For some months past I have been 
concluding, that, shortly, I would write 
you ; but my time has been so fully oc- 
cupied, that I have found no opportuni- 
ty till now. Sickness in my family, has 
been a partial hinderance ; but the prin- 
cipal preventative has been a very con- 
siderable spiritual sickness amongst my 
people. During its prevalence, not a 
few have manifestly died unto sin. The 
reforming Spirit was manifest in its ope- 
rations, in the latter part of March ; and 
not a week since has passed, without 
tokens of its power, either in killing or 
making alive. 

During the reformation we have had 
one hundred and five come forward, of- 
fering evidence of their repentance. Se- 
venty-seven of them have been baptized 
and added tothe church ; others may be 
baptized soon. Of the seventy-seven 
baptized, sixty-two are youth and chil- 
dren, from ten years and upwards. In 
the mean-time, my body, mind and heart 
have been busily employed. The work 
has been with evident power, little noise 
and noconfusion. A deep conviction of 
sin, of its guilt, and infinite ill desert, 
haye been largely expressed by the sub- 








jects, whilst fear of deserved punish- 
ment has been scarcely named.. M- 


—— 


CHURCH OONSTITUTED. 


On Saturday the 20th of July, at Cox- 
sackie Landing, Greene county, N. Y. 2 
Baptist Church was constituted. The 
circumstances of the constitution were 
highly interesting. No other religious 
society at present exists in that village. 
Among the brethren constituted were 
two who were ordained deacons of the 
church, and an ordained minister, (Eld. 
Wittiam Stunress, from the Hudson 
church;) who was recognized as their 
pastor. Eld. Bnouner, of Sing-Sing, 
preached the sermon, from Isaiah Ix. 
22.—* A little one shall become a thou- 
sand, and a small one a strong nation.” 
Eld. Matcoim, of Hudson, gave appro- 
priate charges to the church and pastor ; 
afterward presenting them with the right 
hand of fellowship as a true gospel 
church, in behalf of the council of mi- 
nisters convened. Elder Anyoup, of 
Greenville, made the ordaining prayer, 
while the presbytery present laid their 
hands on the brethren set apart as dea- 
cons. And Elder Burrit, of Waterloo, 
concluded with supplicating 4 blessing 
from God on the solemnities. 

The next day, being Sabbath, Mr. 
Malcolm preached in the school-room in 
the morning. In the afternoon, Mr. 
Brouner, and administered the Lord’s 
Supper. And at evening, Mr. Arnold 


—_—_— 


Death of Mr. Chamberlain. 


Taz English Baptist Mission in India, 
has sustained a recent loss in the death of 
Mr. Chamberlain, who is represented as 
no ordinary character, either as a chris- 
tian or a missionary. He was proceeding 
homeward for his health, and twenty 
days after his embarkation, his spirit took 
its flight to a better world. He leaves a 
wife, a daughter, and the church of 
Christ at large, to mourn his removal. 
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POETRY. 





, The great philosopher Francis Bacon, | 
“baron of Verulam, to whose discoveries 
in philosophy the world is so much in- 
debted, possessed, what rarely falls to 
the lot of a profound thinker, a consid- 
erable talent for poetry. At a late pe- 
riod of his life, during a season of sick- 
ness, he wrote “a translation of certain 
Psalms.” If the following specimens 
are as acceptable to you as they have 
been grateful to myself, you will per- 
mit them a place in the Luminary. 
A SuBscriBER. 


FROM PSALM XC. 


© LORD, thou art our home, to whom we fir, 
And such hast always been from age to age ; 
Before the hills did intercept the eye, 
Or that the frame was up of earthly stage : 
The line of time, it doth not measure thee: 
One GOD thou wert, and art, and still shall be. 


Thou carriest man away as with a tide; 
Then down swim all his thoughts that mounted 
high ; 
Much like a mocking dream that won’t abide, 
But flies before the sight of waking eye ; 
Or as the grass, that cannot term obtain 
‘To see the summer come about again. 


Begin thy work, O Lord, in this our age ; 
Show it unto thy servants that now live ; 
But to our children raise it many a stage, 
That all the world to Thee may glory give. 
Our handiwork, like to the fruitful tree, 
Let it, O Lord, be bless’d—not blasted be. 





The whole of the 104th Psalin is:too 
long for the present purpose ; but surely 
the genuine he ee of poetry and piety, 
runs through the following extract: ~ 


Father and King of powers both high and low, 
Whose sounding fame al! creatures serve to blow ; 
My soul! shall with the rest strike up thy praise, 
And carol af thy works and wond’rous ways. 
Upon thy head thou wear’st a glorious crown, 
All set with virtues, polish’d with renown ; 
Thence round about a silver veil doth fall 

Qf chrystal light, mother of colours all. 


Vaulted and arched are his chamber beams, 
Upon the seas, the waters and the streams : 
The clouds as chariots swift do scour the sky, 
The stormy winds upon their pinions fly. 
His angels spirits are, that wait hit will, 

As flames of fire, his anger they fulfil. 


‘The springs do feed the rivers all the way, 
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Aud so their tribute to the soa repay, 





Running along through many a pleasant field, 
Much fruitfulness unto the earth they yield. 

The shady trees along their margin spring, 

In which the birds do build, and sit and sing ; 
Stroking the gentle air with pic asant notes, 
Plaining or chirping through their warbling throats, 
The higher grounds where waters cannot rise, 

By rains and dews are water’d from the skies. 

The sappy cedars tall—like stately tow’rs, 


! High flyteg birds find harbour in their bowers ; 


The holy storks, that are the travellers, 

Choose for to dwell and build within the firs 5 

The climbing goats hang on steep mountains sidr, 
The digging conies in the rocks abide ; 

The moon, so constant in inconstancy, 

Doth rule the monthly seasons orderly ; . 
The sun, eye of the world, doth know his race, 
And when to show and when to hide his face. 


The glorious majesty of God above, 

Shall ever reign in mercy and in love ; 

God shall rejoice, all his fair works to see, 

For, as they came from Him, all perfect be. 

The earth shall quake, if aught his wrath provoke, 
Let Him but touch the mountains they shail smoke. 
As long as life doth last, I hymns will sing 

With cheerful voice to the , ternal King. 

I know that He my words will not despise, 
Thanksgiving is to Him a sacrifice. 

But as fur sinners they shall be destroyed 

From off the earth, their places shall be void. 

Let all his works praise him with one accord ; 

Oh praise the Lord, my soul—praise ye the Lord. 


Zz 


——— 


WHAT IS LIFE ? 
By Clare, the Northamptonshire Peasant. 


And what is Life? An hour glass on the run ; 
A mist retreating from the morning sun; 
A busy, bustling, still-repeated dream.— 
Its length?~A iminute’s pause, a moment’ 
thought. : 
And Happiness ?—A bubble on the stream, 
T hat in the act of seizing shrinks to naught. 


And what is Hope ?—The puffing gale of morn, 

That robs each flow’ ret of its gem,—and dies ; 

A cobweb, hiding disappointment’s thorn, 

Which stings more keenly thro’ the thin disguise. 
And what is Death ?—Is still the cause unfound ? 
That dark, mysterious name of horrid sound ? 

A long and lingering sleep the weary crave. 

And Peace ?—Where can its happiness abound ? 

No where at all, saye Heaven, andthe grave. 
Then what is Life ?—When stripped of its disguise . 

A thing to be desired it cannot be : 

Since every thitig that meets our foolish eyes 

Gives proof sufficient of its vanity. 

* Tis but a trial ail must undergo ; 

To teach unthankful mortals how to prize 
That happiness vain man’s denied to know, 

Tintil be ’s galled to chuisn it m the skies. 





